
As you can see from this newsletter we have a
new Editor. Larry McQuoid our Archives "Computer
Guy" has taken on the task. Larry has his own
Computer Repairs and Desktop Publishing
Business.

After two years plus of preparing the CHRONI-
CLE Wayne McNulty and Don Pinder want to
devote their energies to other activities they are
involved in. Their creative touch raised the news let-
ter to a new high that we hope to retain.  Thank you
very much Wayne and Don.

David Taylor, President.
Editors Note - The above information is from an old business card. I
am unemployed, and not actively in the computer repair or desktop
publishing buisness, but do desktop publishing as a hobby to try and
keep my mind active.  

CHRONICLE
Prince Edward Historical Society

P.O. Box 1078, Picton, Ontario K0K 2T0

To abandon the past is to imperil the future December 2000

This Christmas card is
from the Gordon V. Smith
Collection. The wishes are
from inside. The insignia
from the back is
at the right.
Was this card
produced in
1883?

“May your Christmas and New Year bring fond
memories, special moments and treasured times

spent with family and friends.”

A scene from simpler times!

Upcoming Events

Sugar Plumb Special
- On Friday December 15th
at 7p.m. Macaulay House will
be the scene of our annual
Christmas get-together. Bring
your favorite sweet or savory
and a friend, and join us for
this celebration. 

The February Meeting,
exact date and location to be
fixed, will have as the guest
speaker Douglas Knutson. He
will show us his latest histori-
cal video "Damned Rascals -
The story of Capt. John
Meyers in America's First Civil
War of 1776."

Please note that the exec-
utives have decided to try out
meeting every second month
during the bad weather
months.



THE PICTON GAZETTE  -28 January
1859

Letter to Dr. Dorland from J.S.McCuaig

Dear Dorland,
I found my claim to address you, with respect to your

Political Conduct upon two titles, the one that which I
have in common with all your constituents, more espe-
cially with those who voted for you, the other growing out
of the circumstances which made you Candidate of the
Reform Party in this constituency, after I had received the
favourable vote of the County Convention.

I claim to be a member of the Reform Party, yet not
the less an uncompromising loyalist, as are my friends
and neighbours, your constituents, the very name of the
County is indicative of a link binding us to the Royal
Family of England, binding us in a peculiar manner to our
gracious Queen, as it takes that name from her lament-
ed father.

For myself the grandson of a U.E. loyalist, I am proud
of the heritage of honour which fidelity to the Sovereign
bequeathed me, and I share that honour and pride with
many more in the County, those fathers and grandfathers
proved themselves in like manner, true to the principle of
a limited monarchy ..... (for 25 inches)

Summary -The Queen was given the chore of choos-
ing which city would become the capital of the Province
of Canada when the system of the Legislative Assembly
meeting alternatively in Kingston and Montreal didn't
work. She chose Ottawa but the Reform Party members
were against Ottawa. Roblin was following Party Policy in
voting against the bill and McCuaig's argument was he
should have voted following the desires of his con-
stituency.   Sounds familiar?

Hallowell Township By-Law 505
Passed March 11, 1904

Some things never change. Other than the
style of writing and times this By-Law could
fit the wishes of citizens to-day! 

What’s New at the Prince Edward County Archives?
We have a new data base program called Infodex Pro, that should make the computer easier for more

people to operate. By early 2001 we hope to have transferred our old databases into Infodex Pro. 
We have started a new Finding Aid file from scrapbooks, genealogies and book indexes that now  have

26,802 names. If you have a computer and some spare time, please help us by inputting names into one of
your existing computer programs.

If you want to help please call Larry at the Archives 476-6100 Thursdays 10a.m. to 4p.m.  or at home
966-9159.

We would like to thank the Quinte Branch of the Ontario Genealogy Society for installing their Cem
Search program on our computers. This program contains most of the recorded cemetery stone transcrip-
tions for Hastings, Prince Edward, Northumberland and Lennox and Addington Counties.



If you would like more information
on this project contact David Taylor

THE TOWN OF PICTON

From begining to end

By David R. Taylor, President Prince
Edward Historical Society

This area was settled by refugees
from the American Revolution of 1775
- 1783, supplemented by discharged
British and allied German troops and
later settlers from Europe and the new
United States.

Those who were given lots on
what is now called Picton Harbour
must have been pleasantly surprised
when they came in their boats to the
aboriginal portage. There was a shel-
tered bay and harbour with good fish-
ing, decent farming land and an abun-
dance of fresh water springs.

The Township of Hallowell was
created in 1797 and the settlement
that grew on the northwest side of
Picton Bay was called Hallowell
Bridge and later Hallowell Village. On
the southeast side of the bay was a
500 acre lot given to a Lt. Wolfenden

Hovendon, a Loyalist whose
estates had been confiscated by
the Revolutionaries. He lived in
Kingston where he ran up a
huge debt and was sued. His
land, sold at Sheriffs Sale, was
bought by Robert Macaulay and
in 1800 inherited by his son
William, aged six.

William Macaulay was studying
to be an Anglican Priest. In 1816
he had a village site laid out on
his land. This was the year after
the Battle of Waterloo when the
"Invincible Napoleon" was finally
beaten. He called the village
Picton, after Gen. Picton who
had been killed at Waterloo

Continued back page

Another Christmas card from the Gordon V. Smith Collection.
This card had the same wishes as the one on page one, but
there was no insignia on the back.



Have you purchased your
Millennium Edition
of “Historic
Prince Edward”
by Prince
Edward
Historical
Society?

Have you renewed your
Membership? 

If the date on the label of the
envelope containing this
newsletter is circled in red it’s
time your membership is
renewed. If the date is circled
in red and you have paid your
membership please call us at
476-6100 any Thursday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Comments and submissions
of articles can be mailed to the
editor, box 1078, Picton,
Ontario K0K 2T0, or e-mailed
to lempub@blvl.igs.net

continued ....... and used the
names of other British heros for
his streets - York, Cumberland,
Bathurst, Mount, Maitland and
of course King and Queen.

Macaulay sold some lots
outright but he also leased lots.
He built a mill, a hotel and
houses on a few of these. A
large part of his own money
was spent on building the
Anglican Church on Church
Street and he sold a lot, at a
very cheap price, to the Roman
Catholics for their church, on
Church Street. His donation of
a lot and 200 pounds Sterling
for the District Court House
and Jail ensured that the build-
ing was in his village.

By the 1830's the lots in the
interior of the County, held all
this time by children of
Loyalists and land speculators,
were being bought by new
immigrants and the central
Village of Hallowell became a
booming manufacturing town.
Everything needed was being
made. There were saw mills,
foundries, brick yards, tanners,
cabinetmakers, saddlers, har-
nessmakers, tinsmiths, wag-
gonmakers, shoemakers, hat-
makers, butchers, bakers,
bank agents, a brewery and a
distillery.

In 1834 a public meeting
was held to consider the amal-
gamation of the two villages of
Picton and Hallowell to form a
town. At the meeting a compro-
mise name of Port William,
after the reigning King William
IV, was chosen and the petition
sent to the Legislative assem-

bly in York (Toronto). Rev.
Macaulay went away for a holi-
day, but, thanks to his family
connections, the bill incorporat-
ing the new town was passed
and came back with the name
Picton for the Town.

This incorporation of Picton
was under the recently passed
"Police Villages Act". "Police"
meaning self governed. The
male residents of the town who
owned land could vote for a
councillor in each of three
wards. These councillors had
the same powers as the
Provincially appointed Justices
of the Peace in the Townships.
They could pass laws govern-
ing health, safety, and "the sup-
pression of vice and immorali-
ty". They sat in judgement in a
Police Court and could appoint
Police Constables, Police
Assessors, Collectors, Pound
Keepers and Road Masters. At
their first meeting they were to
choose a President from
amongst their group. Calvin
Pier was the first President
serving with David Barker and
James Miller.

The  Upper Canada
Rebellion of 1837 precipitated
a move towards more partici-
pation in local government.
Under the "Baldwin Act" rural
townships were given more
powers and the towns were set
up with elected councils and a
mayor chosen from their num-
ber.

Following the first election
under this act in 1850 Philip
Low, a lawyer, became the first
Mayor of Picton. He was the
originator of the Grand Trunk

Telegraph Co., head office in
Picton, with 66 branch offices.
He was also the first Crown
Attorney for Prince Edward
when that position was created
in 1858. He died in 1892 at the
age of 81 years.

The Town of Picton contin-
ued to be governed by a mayor
and elected council until
January 1998 when the
Ontario Provincial Government
amalgamated the townships,
towns and villages into a new
incorporation with the status of
a city and called the
Corporation of the County of
Prince Edward.

The last mayor of the Town
of Picton was Charles
Hepburn.


