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TORONTO, MAY 1ST, 1906

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR
ELECTRIC LIGHT & WATER WORKS:

GENTLEMEN-
In May, 1905, I was engaged by

your Board to report upon improve-
ments to the existing Water Works
System, and about the same time I
was also engaged by the Town
Council to report upon a system of
Sewerage.

Surveys
I made my first preliminary visit to

Picton on August 18th, 1905, and in
the latter part of October my assis-
tant, Mr. J. A. Craig, commenced the
surveys and levels which were contin-

ued by Mr. H. G. McVean in
November.

As a result of the levels taken in
1905, I decided to extend the surveys
to points some distance from the
town, and on February 2nd, 1906, Mr.
McVean returned to Picton and con-
tinued at work until March 17th, 1906.
In all fifty three days were spent by
my assistants in Picton. Levels were
taken to East Lake and West Lake; as
well as over the streets of the Town, a
survey made of the harbor, surround-
ings taken and data secured for this
report.

I made a second personal visit to
Picton on February 14, 15, 16, and
17th, and a third on March 8th, 9th
and 10th.

I now beg to submit for your con-
sideration two plans, each dated May
1st, 1906. The first or general plan
shows the environs of the Town of
Picton on a scale of 50 chains to the
inch. The second plan is a blue print
of the proposed Sewerage System on
a scale of 165 feet to the inch.

Existing Works
The existing Water Works System

was constructed in the years 1888
and 1889, and the Electric Light
System in 1890, as Municipal enter-
prises, and were operated by the
Town Council, until 1900, when they
were placed under management of a
Board of Commissioners. No impor-
tant extensions have been made to
the Water Works System since it was
constructed, but the Lighting System

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE WATER WORKS SYSTEM

Upcoming Events
ANNUAL MEETING  Sunday April 22nd at 1:30 in the Bloomfield Town Hall.
Speaker - Dave Taylor on his latest historical research -"The Lake on the Mountain Community -
the first 200 years " It goes from Vanalstine to Frizell with John A. Macdonald and the Wilson's in
between.

PLEASE - Our present secretary is ill and we need some one to take on the position. It does not
require a lot of time as we do not meet in the summer and from September to May we have a
monthly executive meeting and a bi-monthly general meeting. The positions of Vice-President
and Social Conveiner each need a person and we could use two people to do the programing.

Give Past President Mary Mackey a call at 393-2869

SPECIAL EVENT
Coming up Sunday 6th of May -"The Silent Ones" at the Regent Theatre.  This is the history of
the Isle of Lewis Highlanders, shipped off to Canada in 1851, told in story and song by Angus
MacLeod and friends. His mother, who lives in the County, told President Dave Taylor about her
sons production and he contacted the Regent who are putting it on stage. The ticket price is $15.00
but the Regent is offering a special "Club Price" for orders of 10 tickets or more at $13.00. Call
them at 476-8416.

Plan on attending and feel free to bring a guest. All Welcome.



has been greatly enlarged and
improved, and was practically recon-
structed in 1899 and 1900, at a cost
of sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000.)
Important extensions are now being
made to the Electric Lighting plant, at
an expenditure of ten thousand dol-
lars ($10,000.)

The water supply is now taken
directly from the harbor at the warf,
adjoining the Power House, and
pumped by a compound duplex
steam pump placed in the boiler room
of Power House to a reservoir on the
hill overlooking the cemetery south
west of the town. This pump has a
capacity of 300 gallons per minute
only. Four return tubular boilers, with
a combined capacity of 300 H. P.
(nominal) supply of steam for the two
Electric Lighting engines and the
steam pump.

When the reservoir is overflowing
it gives a pressure of 90lbs. on the
Pump House gauge, (which has an
elevation of 11 feet above the bay)
when the pumps are idle. the reser-
voir contains about 250,000 imperial
gallons. and the elevation is sufficient
to give a fair fire service in the busi-
ness section of the town, the pressure
at the hydrants on Main Street aver-
aging 70 lbs. Direct pressure may
also be given by the pump, but it is of
too small capacity to be of much serv-
ice.

An 8 inch main extends from the
pump to the reservoir, all the other
mains being 6 inch and 4 inch.

The existing system comprises: 6,
900 feet of 8 inch main, 6,500 feet of
6 inch main, 9,000 feet of 4 inch main,
2,600 feet of 2 inch main pipe, a total
of 25,000 lineal feet, or nearly five
miles, with 40 hydrants and 22 gate
valves.

Present Supply.
Your Water Works System was

constructed for fire protection only,
but about 190 services have been
connected with the mains, the water
being used for a variety of purposes.
There can be no doubt that it is used
to a certain extent for domestic pur-
poses, although the water must be

contaminated, as the harbor recieves
all the surface water from the entire
town, and the country immediately
surrounding it.

There are three large canneries in
the town which discharge their refuse
water into the marsh or stream run-
ning through the marsh, all of which
eventually finds its way into the head
of the harbor.

The second most important water
course through the town is the small
stream flowing parallel with Main
Street, between Main Street and King
Street, which discharges over the cliff,
in the vicinity of the Registry office.
This stream has, in many parts of its
course, been converted into a storm
drain by building side walls of mason-
ry, and covering the top, and in some
places tiles have been laid. This water
course now serves as a sewer,
recieving storm water, domestic
sewage, and the discharge from cel-
lar drains. A visit to the outlet will con-
vince anyone that a large volume of
sewage is discharged into it. There
are also several other small water
courses that drain into the harbor,
including those from the cemeteries.

Proposed Sources.
The town now has a population of

over 4,000 people, and should be
supplied with a pure water for all
domestic purposes.

I investigated the following pro-
posed sources of supply :
(A) Lake-on-the-Mountain at Glenora. 
(B) Picton Bay.
(C) Picton Harbor.
(D) Springs about 1 1/2 miles north of

Picton.
(B) Trout Brook.
(H) West Lake.
(K) East Lake. 
(J) Cemetery Springs.

Lake-on-the-Mountain.
The Lake on the mountain has an

elevation of about 180 feet above the
bay, and is therefore nearly 40 feet
lower than the water in the town
reservoir. It has been proposed to
connect this lake with the Town Water
Works System.

The water from the lake on the
mountain is undoubtedly suitable for
domestic purposes, although analy-
ses have not been made; but in my
opinion it would now be too expensive
an undertaking.

The length of main necessary to
connect the main with the town sys-
tem would be about five miles, of
which part of one mile would be in
rock cutting.
The quantity of water that the lake
would supply has not as yet been
determined, but I am of the opinion
that the value of the water to the own-
ers of the water power at Glenora
would now be greater than its value to
the town as its water supply. The most
satisfactory proposition that could be
considered by the Board would be to
purchase from the owners of the lake,
a definite quantity of water per day,
measured by meter. It should also be
noted that to force the water from the
lake on the mountain to the reservoir,
would require a small pumping plant,
but for domestic purposes the lake on
the mountain would give a sufficient
pressure, the reservoir supply being
retained for fires.

The quantity of water now pumped
per day varies greatly. Last July the
amount varied from 100,000 gallons
per day to 270,000 gallons. It is prob-
able that the average would be about
300,000 gallons.

Picton Bay.
If the supply were taken from

Picton Bay, at a point about half way
between the lake on the mountain
and the harbor, I believe it would
prove quite satisfactory during the
greater portion of the year, and there
would be little danger of sewage con-
tamination; but I am informed that the
water in the entire bay becomes in the
late summer and early autumn
months, this being due to the decay of
vegetable growth, which imparts a
fishy taste to the water.

If this source of supply were to be
seriously considered analyses and
bacteriological examinations should
be made during summer and autumn.



Picton Harbor.
The water in the harbor is now so

seriously contaminated that I cannot
recommend you to adopt it as a
source of suppy even if filtered, and
as it must receive the effluent from the
sewage disposal works, it will proba-
bly become more contaminated in the
future than at the present time. The
use of the harbor water for domestic
purposes should be prohibited.

Springs.
The Springs north of the town

were examined, but is not sufficient
for a Water Works System.

Trout Creek.
Trout Creek is the name given to a

small spring brook that flows westerly
from the westerly limit of the town to
West Lake between the C. 0. Railway
and the Ridge Road. The water shed
may be assumed to be bounded on
the north by the Bloomfield Road, and
on the south by the Ridge Road. The
easterly part of the, water shed is
principally cleared farm lands, the
surface soil being sand and gravel. I
walked over the upper portion of this
water course, and was surprised to
find that it received practically no sur-
face drainage, all of the precipitation
being absorbed by the soil.

At the time of my inspection, on
March 9th, the easterly or upper part

of the stream was fed entirely from
large springs along its course. The
stream was gauged at the lane
between Lots 18 and 19, and found to
be between 800,000 and 900,-000
gallons per day.

I am of opinion that by excavating
wells and galleries eastward from this
lane, that a supply of at least
1,000,000 galIons per day may be
obtained for the use of the town, and
I am confident that bacteriological
examinations will show that this water
is free from contamination. At this
point the elevation of the water is 25
feet above the level of the water in
Picton Harbor.

I believe that this stream will give
an ample supply of pure water for all
purposes, and I have no hesitation in
recommending it as your proposed
source of supply.

Lakes.
West Lake and East Lake have

been suggested as possible sources
of supply. Both of these lakes are
marshy at the easterly ends, which
are the nearest to Picton, and I am of
opinion that the water in these lakes
will have a weedy or fishy taste during
certain seasons of the year, but this
can only be determined by analyses
and examinations continued during
the summer and autumn months.

If either of these lakes were adopt-

ed as a source of supply, a pumping
station would be necessary. The
length of the force main from East
Lake would be about five miles, and
from West Lake over six miles.

Cemetery Springs.
The Springs in the vicinity of the

cemetery, if collected, might give an
adequate supply, but there would
always be a sentimental objection to
the water from these springs, even if
a chemical analysis should demon-
strate the water to be perfectly pure. I
doubt very much, however, if the sup-
ply would be found sufficient in a dry
season.

The springs on the north side of
the cemetery break out at the surface
of the rock, the depth of earth over the
stream being but a few feet. It is quite
probable that these streams would be
found polluted. I am of opinion that
these springs and streams should be
retained for ornamental purposes, for
which they are well suited. If they
were taken away for a town supply, it
would be necessary to introduce
water to the cemetery from the Town
Water Works System.

This is part of accession
A2001.013.030 which also covers
proposed costs of the Water System
upgrade and a proposed Sewage
System.

A few interesting items from Johnsons Alphabet of 
First Things in Canada
Thanks to David Taylor

Temperance -- The first Temperance meeting in Canada was held in Picton,
Ont., January, 1828. On June 9th, 1828, one was held in St. Peter’s Street,
Montreal, when 30 persons took the pledge. The Halifax Temperance Society
was formed March 5th, 1831.

Prohibition -- The first attempt in British North America, was made in 1633,
in Newfoundland, when King Charles ordered “that no person do set up a tav-
ern, for selling of wine, beer, or strong waters, cider, or tobacco, to entertain
the fishermen, because it is found that by such means they are debauched
and neglect their buisness”.

Landowner -- The first landowner in what is now the Province of Ontario was
Robert Chevalier de la Salle, who, in May, 1765, received from Louis XIV, a
patent of nobility and a grant of land comprising Fort Frontenac and the
islands and islets in front. The land thus granted became a seigniory of
Canada, and La Salle became the first seignior.

Would you like a reminder
of upcoming events?

Your board has discussed supplying
a fridge magnet that could be used
to remind you of upcoming meet-
ings. You could cut out the notice
from the “Chronicle” and place it
under the fridge magnet.

Another suggestion would be to
send a self sticking sticker with a
meeting reminder that could be
stuck on the date on your calender.

We would like to see all of you out at
our meetings. Let us know how we
can make it easy for you to attend.



A DIGITAL MIRACLE 
Out of the Web, a mystery is solved

Have you purchased your
Millennium Edition
of “Historic
Prince Edward”
by Prince
Edward
Historical
Society?

Your comments and submis-
sions of articles and news
items can be mailed to the edi-
tor, box 1078, Picton, Ontario
K0K 2T0, or e-mailed to lem-
pub@blvl.igs.net

A digital camera, the Internet and
a helpful stranger on the other side of
the Atlantic Ocean recently helped
solve an 82-year-old mystery for a
Canadian family. Don Dulmage, 50,
of Prince Edward County, Ontario,
was immediately intrigued when, at
age 9, he saw a picture in his grand-
father's home of an unknown relative
dressed in a military uniform. He did-
n't ask for details then, but decades
later he learned that the man, who
bore what the family calls "the
Dulmage Squint," was his great uncle
Hubert, who was killed in France
shortly before the end of the First
World War. But, says Dulmage, the
family "never knew where he was
buried, or where he was killed."

Last November, Dulmage's wife,
Linda, returned from a meeting of a
local women's group to which one of
the members had brought a 1919 edi-
tion of The Picton Gazette. It had a
photo of great uncle Hubert, and list-
ed Sept. 3, 1918, as the date on
which he had been killed. That led
Dulmage to begin a new search of
the Canadian Archives Web site
(www.archives.ca), where he discov-
ered a page on the War Grave com-
mission that listed where Hubert's
body lay. Then, Dulmage, a mechan-
ic and automobile writer, took a shot
in the dark and passed on the infor-
mation he had collected to a workre-
lated contact in France that he had
recently made via the Internet.

The man, Eric Goolaerts, spoke
little English, while Dulmage speaks
a bit of French: they managed to
exchange details with the help of a
button on the federal-government
archives site that translates between
English and French. It turned out that
Goolaerts lived 50 krn from the burial
site, the Dury Mill Memorial Cemetery
near Pas-de-Calais. Two hours later,
Dulmage checked his e-mail to find a
digital photograph of the grave.
"Joyeux Noel, mon ami," read the
message. Said Dulmage: "The guy
had driven up there and found the
grave and took a picture. Eighty-two
years we never knew where he was.
One e-mail, one shot. I just couldn't
believe it."

If you have a computer at home
and are like me and are looking to
put your time and computer to use,
please contact Larry at the Archives
476-6100 or at home 966-9159.

Our Finding Aid file from scrap-
books, genealogies and book index-
es now  has over 55,000 names, and
growing. You can help us by
inputting names into one of your
existing computer programs from
indexes supplied by us.

We look forward to seeing you at
the Archives! Open Thursdays from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

What’s New at the
Prince Edward County

Archives?

Your hard working editor

New book to celebrate Women of Distinction

Letitia Youmans, pioneer of the Temperance
Movement and women’s rights in Canada,
taught at Picton Academy.

The Canadian
Federation of
University Women,
Belleville & District,
are currently working
on a book called
“Women of
Distinction”, that will
celebrate the many
outstanding women in
Prince Edward and
Hastings Counties.

Your input is wel-
come and you can
call Allison Walker at
962-6902 who will be
glad to hear from you. 


