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Upcoming Events

Sunday March 23, 2003

Bloomfield Town Hall

Sunday March 23, 2003
1:30 p.m.

Speaker

Michael Czerewko

Michael will give us infor-
mation on the buildings
in our area that he has re-
stored along with upcom-
ing projects he is taking
on.

All Welcome

Bring a Friend

Above is some of the re-store work completed by Michael
Czerewko. As well as re-store to buildings Michael can landscape
the property to authentic gardens and stone paths of the period.

What’s New at the Prince Edward County Archives?
Our dedicated volunteers have now indexed nearly 200 accessions

and over 180 have been input into data bases by volunteers, with most
of the input completed on their own computers.

Our finding aid now has over 170, 000 names you can search at the
archives. Shortly it will more than double in size. One of our volunteers
has taken on the task of gleaning the names from the Prince Edward
County Instruments that are in our possession. These Instruments cover
land transactions from 1868 to 1955 that were saved from the provincial
destruction by the Apolrod group. Jim will be walking on his beard by the
time he finishes this project, and would welcome help from new volun-
teers.

We now have the W. Methodist Baptismal records on our computer
and when converted to our data base will add an additional 300,000
names. We also have 234,000 plus cemetery transcriptions for Eastern
Ontario.

If you want to help please call Pam or Larry at the Archives 476-6100
Thursdays 10a.m. to 4p.m. or Larry at home 966-9159. We will find work
that interests you that you can do at the Archives or at home.



The Chronicle is published by the 
Prince Edward Historical Society

Past President Mary Mackey 393-2869
President David Taylor 966-9159
Vice President Terry Ellsworth 393-2893
Treasurer Allan MacKellar 399-5612
Secretary Kenneth Crawford 476-2314
Archives Pam Noxon 476-6100

The Prince Edward County Archives is operated by volun-
teers of the Prince Edward Historical Society.
The Archives is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays
throughout the year and all Weekdays July and August.

Comments and submissions can be mailed to the editor,
box 1078, Picton Ontario K0K 2T0, or e-mailed to lem-
pub@blvl.igs.net.

The honest 
to goodness truth

- honest!
Looking back, it’s hard to believe that we

have lived as long as we have. As children, we
would ride in cars with no seat belts or air
bags. Riding in the back of a pickup truck on
a warm day was always a special treat. Our
baby cribs were covered with bright colored
lead based paint. We had no childproof lids on
medicine bottles, doors, or cabinets, and when
we rode our bikes, we had no helmets.

We drank water from the garden hose and
not from a bottle. We would spend hours
building our go-carts out of scraps and then
rode down the hill, only to find out we for-

got the brakes. After running into
the bushes a few times, we learned
to solve the problem.

We would leave home in the
morning and play all day, as long as
we were back when the streetlights
came on. No one was able to reach us
all day. We played dodgeball and
sometimes the ball would really hurt.
We ate cupcakes, bread and butter,
and drank sugar soda but we were
never overweight; we were always
outside playing.

Little League had tryouts and
not everyone made the team.
Those who didn’t had to learn to
deal with disappointment.

Some students weren’t as smart as
others so they failed a grade and were
held back to repeat the same grade.

That generation produced some of
the best risk-takers and problem
solvers. We had the freedom, failure,
success and responsibility, and we
learned how to deal with it all.

Your Newsletter

Anyone with interesting or
informative items, from the
present or the past, is welcome
to send them in for printing in
your newsletter, the Cronicle.



The British Army kept their men with Spirits. Wine
for the Officers and Rum & Beer for the rest. The
local immigrants soon started making their own.

In Prince Edward County the earliest advertisement
was in Hallowell Free Press of 23 April 1830 when
Abner Nash of Hillier offered “The
Subscriber has on hand and contin-
ues to manufacture BEER of a
superior quality, which he would
like to exchange for cash.”

The 5 Oct 1831 Free Press had an
advert from Adams Hubbs of
Hallowell “Tavern Keepers and oth-
ers are invited to call and examine
the Spirit and Flavour of his
LIQUORS.”

13 June 1834 Free Press printed the
list of Taverns, Shops, and Still
Licences passed by the Quarter
Session. Adam Hubbs was
Inspector for Prince Edward. There
were 14 Taverns and 3 Shops in
Sophiasburgh, 2 in Hallowell and 1
in Hillier.

The 1815 Cencus has George Ward
maltser & Brewer in Wellington and
Francis Taylor Brewer on Water
Street Picton.

Charles Pickering had the Water
Street Brewery from 1857 to 1864.
(on Hill St.) Anne Pickering with Paul T. McCuaig
and Wm. P. Despard were running the brewery in
1871 and it was still going in 1875.

Augustus McCuaig and W.P. Despard opened a
Brewery on Ferguson Street in 1875 it ran as W.P.
Despard & Co. until 1885

The first Grape Wine on sale was printed in the North
American Newspaper, Picton on 14 December 1865
- “The subscribers are manufacturing PURE

GRAPE WINE from grapes on their premises.
SUPERIOR for Medicinal Purposes especially
INVALIDS. We call the attention of CHURCH
AUTHORITIES to it as being very suitable for
SACRAMENTAL PURPOSES.” J.H. Morden &
Son, Rednersville, Co. Prince Edward.

Not everyone was happy with the Prohibition of the
Dunkin Act. 

Thomas Faughman, an Irish man in the British Army,
had survived the wars in Gallipoli, Constantinople,
Sebastopol, Balakiva, Tangiers and the Jamaica
Rebellion. But Letitia did him in.

The following is from the book “ Stirring Incidents in
the life of a British Soldier”  Accession A1994.067 at
the Archives starting on page 452.

continued next page

Booze & Temperance in Prince Edward County
by David Taylor

A plaque honouring Letitia Youmans stands in Glenwood
Cemetery in Picton. courtesy of “More Stories of Prince Edward County” by
Alan R. Capon and Margaret E. Haylock.



Have you purchased your
Millennium Edition of
“Historic Prince Edward”
by Prince Edward Historical
Society?

Comments and submissions of articles can be
mailed to the editor, box 1078, Picton, Ontario
K0K 2T0, or e-mailed to lempub@blvl.igs.net

Dunkin Bill, a few enthusiasts, in order to get their
names before the public as great temperance advo-
cates, not knowing of anything better to preach about,
like the Turkish dervishes, tried to make people
believe that they were all saints and everyone else sin-
ners. They had meetings all over the county, and any
person that did not join them had no chance of being
elected to any public office. Men who where ambi-
tious were obliged to attend their meetings, in order to
gain popularity, and dare not go into a hotel. An hon-
est, straightforward, truthful man, unless he agreed
with them, had a poor chance of being elected to any
office. At any rate, the Dunkin side got strong enough
to carry the election; most of those who were against
it would not vote through fear of their neighbours;
they said it made little difference to them whether
there was licence or not. Through this sort of intimi-
dation the vote was carried by the Dunkinites and
became law in the county. At the end of twelve
months, another vote was taken to repeal it, when the
Dunkinites again carried the election, owing to sever-
al local orators who stood up where the Dunkinites
held meetings throughout the county and preached
against its repeal. These men of course gained popu-
larity with the temperance party for the time being.
But like the house that was built on sand, “the rain
came, and the wind blew and beat upon that house and
great was the fall thereof because it was built on the
sand.” and now those who voted for the Dunkin Act
want to repeal it, seeing that it not only increased the
number of places that sell liquor privately in the town,
that it deprives the county of a very large revenue. Not
withstanding that the Dunlin Act was superseded by
the Crooks Act, and knowing that it was ultra vires
they tried to inforce it. Several cases for selling liquor
contrary to the Dunkin Act were brought before the
magistrates; and fines inflicted ...

Next morning we took the train for the ancient city of
Kingston, where we stayed till next day, when we
took the sreamer Bay of Quinte, for Picton. The
prospect along the banks of the beautiful Bay of
Quinte was delightful; the evening being salubrious
and pleasant I stayed on deck during the voyage; I
was so enchanted with the wild landscape and pictur-
esque scenery, which produced the most enjoyable
panoramic view imaginable.

On arrival at Picton, I visited my friends for a month
when I went stewart of Ontario College, where I
stayed for twelve months; after which I bought a
property on Main Street; here I went into the grocery
business, during which time I messed the 16th
Battalion, C.P.E. volunteers, and the summer follow-
ing I messed the officers at Picton, and again at
Kingston, in 1871.

The same year I applied to the Council at Picton for
a licence - which was granted - for my house which I
named the “Victoria Hotel,” where I carried on a
business as a hotel keeper till the year 1878, when I,
sold out, through the effects of the Dunkin Act, after
laying out a large sum of money in enlarging and
building an addition to the house, also stables and
sheds. For two years previous to voting on the


