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To abandon the past is to imperil the future September 2003

Upcoming Events

Election !!!

Sunday, October 12, 2003

Muddy Waters Coffee Cafe
81 Main Street, Picton

Support your Historical Society and
those who will take on the task of
directing the society in the future.

All Welcome
Bring a Friend

SEPTEMBER
ELECTION !!!

There will be an election for the executive com-
mittee of the Historical Society in September.

Please consider taking a position. The duties are
not onerous and over my years in office I have found
our volunteers are very pleasant and helpful.

I will not take the position of President again.
Sixteen years (this time around) is more than enough
- and not in the best interests of the Society. We need
new blood and new ideas to keep the organization
vibrant.

I offer my time as a volunteer to the new execu-
tive. The Historical Society is too much fun to walk
away from completely.

David R. Taylor, Retiring President

Support Your Historical Society

Prince Edward Historical Society needs your
support. The area we live in is one of the oldest set-
tled parts of Ontario. We have an opportunity as
historians that others could only dream about. We
live and walk on the same grounds that many of
our ancestors came to. No we do not have the his-
tory that many European countries have, but we do
have more than most places in Canada!

There are many early settlers and others who
made this county what it is today that still have sto-
ries to be recorded and told. With your help and
guidance we as a group can record those stories
before they are lost forever.

Please come out and participate in the upcom-
ing election and be part of the ongoing work of the
Historical Society.

Since 1899 the Historical Society has had its
ups and downs. 

In December 1957 the headlines read; 
“Chamber of Commerce To Sponsor Meeting

For Establishment of County Historical Society”.
Present at the executive meeting were: President
Woodrow Blakely, Wilfrid McArthur, secretary;
Gordon Walmsley, Q.C.; Kenneth Smith, Mrs.
Gerald Allison, Joseph Kleinsteuber, Harold A.
Cleave, Dr. Richard Evans, Dave Taylor, Eric Base,
Jack Bell, L. B. Calnan, W. G. McLean.

Again in October 1962 the headlines read;
“Historical Society is Re-Organized. Seek Action
on Log Cabin - D. R. Taylor New President -
Progress in N. Marysburgh”. 

The Prince Edward Historical Society held its
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THIS COURT HOUSE was first used on 1st April 1834 by the Court of Quarter Session of the new District
of Prince Edward. Before this, all Court business was conducted in Kingston, which made it difficult for peo-
ple from Prince Edward County to attend, especially in Spring and Fall when travelling was difficult.

The first Court consisted of:
26 Justices of the Peace representing the Townships
The District Court Judge, Donald Bethune
The Sheriff, Richard Bullock
The Clerk of Peace, D.L. Fairfield

All were appointed by the Lieutenant Governor.

John A. Macdonald, who was 19 years old and working for his cousin, lawyer L.P. McPherson of Hallowell
Village, would have attended the opening ceremonies. John A’s father, Hugh, would also have been present
because he was one of the 26 Justices of the Peace. Hugh had moved his family from Hay Bay to lease Stone
Mills (now Glenora) in 1829.

At the third sitting of the Court on October 7th 1834, John A. was in Court charged with assaulting Dr. Moore.
The jury brought in a verdict of Not Guilty. Dr. Moore was charged with assault on John A. Macdonald. He
was found guilty and fined six shillings. Their fight was probably over the election, held that week, for two
representatives to the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario. Voting took place on the main floor
of this Court House.

In those days there was no secret ballot. Every one present knew how you voted, shouting pushing and fights
were common occurrences and, at some polls, these escalated into full-blown riots.

Prince Edward Historical Society



PRINCE EDWARD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2003-2004 ELECTION

POSITIONS TO BE FILLED

President

Vice - President

Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Chairman

Historian

Newsletter Producer

Programme Director

Chairperson Archives Project

LACAC Liason Member

Social Activities Co-Ordinator

Past President

Publicist



What’s New at the Prince Edward County Archives?
Our summer student, Philip Baldwin, has done a great job of expanding the entries in our accession data

base, making more items easier to find and inputting indexes into the computer. On Top of all this he used
his ingenuity to rearrange the archives work area, making it not only more attractive but infinitely more work-
able. Philip has been a great asset and will be greatly missed as he returns to Queens this fall. We wish him
well in his future endeavours and hope that he might return to us next summer.

Our Finding Aid file from scrapbooks, genealogies and book indexes now  have 261,026 names and
about another 200,000 names gleaned and in the process of being entered. If you have a computer and
some spare time, please help us by inputting names into one of your existing computer programs. We have
space and spare computers at the Archives so please feel free to join us on Thursdays.

If you want to help please call Larry at the Archives 476-6100 Thursdays 10a.m. to 4p.m.  or at home
966-9159.

The Chronicle is published by the 
Prince Edward Historical Society

Past President Mary Mackey deceased
President David Taylor 476-5806
Vice President Terry Ellsworth 393-2893
Treasurer Allan MacKellar 399-5612
Secretary Kenneth Crawford 476-2314
Archives Pam Noxon 476-6100

The Prince Edward County Archives is operated by volun-
teers of the Prince Edward Historical Society.
The Archives is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays
throughout the year and all Weekdays July and August.

Comments and submissions can be mailed to the editor,
box 1078, Picton Ontario K0K 2T0, or e-mailed to lem-
pub@blvl.igs.net.

Continued from page 1
first meeting of the season on Thursday
evening, October 11th, 1962, in the parish
hall. President Jack Rogers called on secre-
tary Lindley Calnan for the minutes of the last
meeting, and on Gordon Walmsley for the
treasurers report.

The president made reference to Dr. G. E.
Stanley’s visit to Picton last spring and to the
fact that he had stressed the importance on
preparing papers on local historical sites so
that these sites might be marked with appro-
priate plaques. Dr. Stanley spent a weekend
here with his family, through the kindness of
J. H. McFarland and showed a great deal of
interest in Prince Edward County and its his-
tory.

HISTORICAL DISPLAY
Gordon Walmsley called attention to a

display of old books, pictures and historical
documents which has been in the library
since last April, and appreciated by many.
This is to be moved to permanent quarters in
the County Building very soon.

THE LOG CABIN
President Rogers spoke of the extensive

damage done through vandalism, to the log
cabin and its contents on the Fair Grounds.
Although windows and doors have been con-
tinually boarded up, each year the cabin has

been broken into and more of the invaluable historical fur-
nishings stolen or broken beyond repair.

P. Taylor-Gordon Walmsley: That the incoming presi-
dent select a committee to work with him to, first, establish
ownership of the cabin, and second, to preserve it and any
remaining contents. - Carried.

President Rogers mentioned the fact that several glass
display cases had been donated to the Society by Wm. G.
McLean. On motion of L. Calnan and Mrs. B. Brooks: The
thanks of this Society is to be expressed to Mr. McLean for
his generous gift.

RETIRING PRESIDENT
Retiring president Jack Rogers expressed his thanks to

all who sup ...   



On Friday evening, Dec. 8, 1899, a meeting was
held in the Town Council Chamber, for the purpose
of considering the advisability of forming a
Historical Society. Mr. J. S. Barker was chosen
chairman. A general discussion followed as to the
need of an organization which should particularly
interest itself in acquiring documents and manu-
scripts, narratives and records of pioneers, and oth-
erwise gathering and preserving information rela-
tive to the history of Prince Edward County, one of
the earliest settled parts of Ontario.

It was then moved by Rev. MacPhail, seconded
by Mr. Dobson, that a Historical Society be organ-
ized in Picton. - Carried.

Moved by Mr. Hendrick, seconded by Mr.
Widdifield, that Mr. J. S. Barker be President, and
Miss. E. Ackerman treasurer, pro. tem. - Carried.

Moved by Mr. Dobson, seconded by Mr.
Widdifield, that the following ladies and gentlemen:
- Mrs. George Haylock, Miss. E. Ackerman,
Messrs. Dobson, Barker, Widdifield, MacPhail,
Hendrick - be a committee to canvas for members.
Said committee to report at the next meeting. -
Carried.

Moved by Mr. Hendrick, seconded by Mr.
Dobson, that the president call the next meeting in
early January, 1900. - Carried.

Moved by Mr. Hendrick, seconded by Mr.
MacPhail, that this meeting adjourn to meet at the
call of the president. - Carried.

From a 1901 scrapbook of Josephine Reynolds held in the
County of Prince Edward Archives as accession A1988.019, page 43.

INGENIOUS PRISONER
ESCAPES FROM JAIL

Piles Furniture Against Wall 
for Flight in Broad 

Daylight

(Special Dispatch to the Globe)
Picton, June 29. - When Bill Marunuk broke

jail here today he showed a zeal and ingenuity
worthy of a better cause, and in a housebreak-
ing episode that immediately followed his
escape a cool cheek that Raffles himself might
have envied. Getting free from his cell, Marunuk
dragged a table from a corridor into the jail yard,
placed a box that was in the yard on the table,
pulled a cupboard door from its hinges, and,
placing this on the box, he scaled the wall,
shook the prison dust off his shoes and dropped
into the jail garden.

Walking across the road to the house of
John Hefferman, who was at work in his garden,
Marunuk broke into his bedroom, changed his

prison garb for another suit he found there, and
quite forgot to return the $8 and gold watch he
found in the vest pocket. Helping himself to a
hat of Mr. Hefferman’s he calmly walked away
and has not been heard from since.

Later in the evening a limousine parked in
front of a doctor’s office disappeared, and it is
conjectured Marunuk borrowed the car to help
him on his way. The car, which belonged to John
Keough of Black River, was found at Trenton,
where Marunuk, it is believed, helped himself to
another car. Marunuk is a young man between
19 and 20 years of age, and weighs about 120
pounds.

He was in jail awaiting sentence on the
charge of stealing two automobiles.

From one of the scrapbooks at the Archives. 

If only the walls of the place we now call
home to the Prince Edward County Archives
could talk, what stories we may hear!!

HOW IT ALL STARTED !!!
Prince Edward Historical Society



Have you purchased your
Millennium
Edition of
“Historic Prince
Edward” by
Prince Edward
Historical
Society?

Comments and sub-
missions of articles can
be dropped at the
Archives, or mailed to
the editor, box 1078,
Picton, Ontario K0K
2T0, or e-mailed to
lempub@blvl.igs.net.

Prince Edward Historical Society 
Some of the Past Directors

1958 - President - Woodrow Blakely
Vice President - Jeanne Mihinnick
Secretary-Treasurer - Gordon Walmsley

1959 - President - Jack Rogers
Vice President - Willis Metcalfe
Secretary - Lindley Calnan
Treasurer - Gordon Walmsley
Directors - Mrs. Post Otto, Frank Harris, Mrs. Bernard Brooks, 

Mrs. Carrie Carter, Mrs. Laura Heneman

1962 - Membership of 44

1962 - President - David R. Taylor
Vice President - Roy Stevens
Secretary - Pat Calnan Taylor
Treasurer - W. J. Christie (Jack)
Executive Committee - G. T. Walmsley, L. B. Calnan, Carl 

Reid, James Bird, Willis Metcalfe, Neil Parks, Mrs. 
Malcolm Love, Mrs. L. F. Carter, Mrs. A. W. Hensman

!970 - President - David R. Taylor
Vice President - Roy Stevens
2nd Vice President - Mrs. Harry Carter
Secretary -Patricia Calnan Taylor
Genealogy Secretary - Mrs. Don Thompson

1972 - President - Woodrow Blakely
Vice President - Jack Welsman
Secretary-Treasurer - Patricia Calnan Taylor

1974 - President - Jack Welsman
Vice President - Marlene Love
Secretary - Bev. Skidmore

1986/87 President - Mary Mackay
Past Presidents - Gordon and Elizabeth Callender

2002/03 President - David Taylor
Past President - Mary Mackey
Vice President - Terry Ellsworth
Secretary - Ken Crawford
Treasurer - Allen MacKeller

Treasurers Report
as of July 2003

Receipts:
Membership 259.00
Donations 961.21
Sale of Materials 40.00
Grants & Other Income 1233.68
Total 2501.89

On Hand - Opening Balance 8190.91
10692.80

Expenses:
Meetings 270.12
Correspondence 
& Mailings 173.05
Sundry 3345.02

GST Paid 26.91
Total 3815.10

On Hand - Closing Balance 6877.70
10012.46

Closing Balance:
Petty Cash 93.16
Bank 463.57
Canada Savings Bonds 1600.00
Ontario Savings Bonds 2000.00
Money Market 2720.97

6877.70
The Prince Edward Historical Society is
in a sound financial position, with funds
to finance new projects.

September Election!!
Come and thank David Taylor for all

the years and effort he has given to the
Prince Edward Historical Society, helping
to record the heritage of this pioneer area.

Show your support and attend the
September Meeting. Your participation and
support will keep your Society alive and
well. 

Remember this is your Society and will
only be successful with your participation.

Our Newsletter has102 mailings.

Three mailings to the U.S.A., one to B.C.,
one to A.B., and the remainder to Ontario,
seventeen being out of Prince Edward
County. 


