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To abandon the past is to imperil the future April 2004

Upcoming Meeting

Sunday, April 25, 2004

Muddy Waters Cafe
Main Street, Picton

2 - 4 p.m.

Eleanor Carleton Moult U.E.

United Empire Loyalists of
Prince Edward County and Area

All Welcome - Bring a Friend

The Lighthouse at False Duck Island
The original lighthouse was erected on False Duck

Island by an act passed March 25, 1828, in the Ninth
Year of George IV. Three Commissioners were to be
appointed to erect the lighthouse on False Duck Island
and were granted the sum of 1000 pounds for the erec-
tion and furnishing of said lighthouse.

They were to report next December 1st and account
for the monies expended by them, and also to report on
what tonnage or other duties on vessels will be suffi-
cient to defray the charge of the lighthouse, and how
such duties can be conveniently collected.



What’s New at the Prince Edward
County Archives?

We are now open Thursdays and Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Your archives is a depository for the history of
the County of Prince Edward and it’s people.

We have on deposit Municipal records,
Personal collections, Wills and Deeds,
Newspapers, Genealogies and Family Histories
and Scrapbooks.

If you have or know of anyone with like mate-
rials please think of the Archives to preserve
them for future generations.

If you want to help please call Larry at the
Archives 476-6100 Thursdays 10a.m. to 4p.m.
or at home 966-9159.
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Log cabin at the Outlet of East Lake Two ways to get around the County



Merton Yarwood Williams, Ph.D., D.Sc., died in 1974
in Vancouver B. C. He was Born near Bloomfield,
Ontario in 1883.  His family was of Loyalist descent and
his ancestors had moved to Ontario during the American
Revolution.  After graduating from Picton High School in
1902, he taught for three years before deciding to attend
Queen's University in Kingston.  In 1909 he graduated
from Queen's with a degree in mining engineering and a
life of travel, research and post-graduate education
began in earnest.

While doing a bit of "excavating" in my own home
office recently, I happened upon a copy of the Canadian
Geographical Journal, dated October 1934.  As with
many events in my life, I didn't see the forest for the
trees until had to decide if this magazine was a keeper
or to trash, then I saw the words "Ontario's Island
County" on the cover and I knew that it was a keeper. 

Ten pages were devoted to text and photographs by
Williams, who by that time was a well- respected pro-
fessor of palaeontology and stratigraphy at the
University of British Columbia.  Additionally, he had been
a member of the teams that undertook to make a geo-
logical study of the Crown Colony of Hong Kong and had
worked as a regular staff member of the Geological
Survey Team, in Bruce Peninsula, Manitoulin Island and
James Bay.

When the opportunity presented itself, however,
Williams set aside his scholarly pursuits and wrote about
his home, The County.

Although his account is a serious look at the Social
History, Geography, and Geology of The County, it was his

intimate knowledge and extensive research of The County
that came through in the text and the accompanying pho-
tographs.

In 1930, The County had the largest per capita
value of agricultural produce of any similar area in
Canada.  One quarter of the Canadian pack of peas,
corn, and tomatoes was grown and canned within The
County borders, by thirty-five canning factories and
the average family income was $2,790.  The popula-
tion in 1861 was 20,869 and by 1865 it was estimated
to have grown to about 24,000.  From then, it slowly
declined until 1929 it was 14,869 of which 10,093
were rural inhabitants and 4,767 were urban inhabi-
tants.  Williams also noted that "Prince Edward has
been a nursery from which many sons and daughters
have emerged into the outside world of achievement."

In his final paragraph, Williams states "The homing
spirit is strong however, and the "Old Boys' Reunions"
bring thousands back to the familiar scenes.  Others

return, alone, furtively going over the old haunts,
recalling the old life, while breathing the balmy breezes
so scented with rural sweetness and the crispness of
fresh water lakes and bays!".

Today The County population is back up to around
24,000 and rising steadily.  That number swells in the
summer to accommodate not only the tourists but also the
city dwellers who are building their retirement homes here
- Rural Sweetness and Balmy Breezes.

Merton Yarwood Williams

Visiting at the Williams home near Bloomfield
left to right  John R. Williams, Merton Y.

Williams, J. H. Dolan, Thomas B. Williams

Left to right John Platt Williams, Thomas
Bowerman Williams, Merton Yarwood Williams and

Gerald Williams, a cousin



Left Bar - Above Hotel - Below Kitchen

The Globe Hotel 1863

The Globe Hotel
The Globe has been host to many people according to the 1894

and 1901-1902 registers we have at the Archives.

An overnight guest on Sunday, October 6, 1901 was Lord Randolf
Churchill from London, England. There are 7 other persons from
England staying on various nights, 1 from Mexico, and 1  from France.

The Register was also used for advertising. One example is the
large text hand written in the middle of Saturday, August 22, 1896 vis-
itor entries “Duncan Clark, Lady Minstreals, Opera House Tonight”.

Many other items have been inserted into the ledger to advertise
local events. There are notices in November that this will be the last
sailing by the ships name. In the 1901-1902 Register the advertising is
on the blotter between the pages that the visitor can not miss when
signing the register.


