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While working in South Bay cemetery recently,
members of the South Bay Cemetery Board uncov-
ered some early gravestones of nearly a century and a
half ago.

Inscriptions on a field stone recorded the death of
Silas Andrews, aged 31, July 26, 1826.

The untimely deaths of a brother and sister, prob-
ably stricken by diptheria or cholera, Pheobe Lemira
and Wyatt Welbanks, children of Thomas and Sarah
Welbanks, is inscribed as of October 12, 1826.

On two other stones the deaths of Getty, wife of
Oliver Dingman, September 22, 1828, 43 years, 3
months, and Andrew Dulmage, died October 22,
1826.

In the little cemetery of South Bay many wander-
ing seabirds have folded their wings. One of those
who rests well in that hallowed ground is Moses
Dulmage, died November 1, 1878, 21 years, 7
months. His fate is still recalled in Prince Edward
County by ballads composed by his sister-in-law
Mrs. Thomas Dulmage and W. Ruttan of Milford.

Captain John Walters, was always doing a kind-
ness for someone. One of his many was when he
came into Oswego from Trenton with a load of lum-
ber in the Seabird, in November 1878, on the tail of a
blow that had tied up shipping on the lake. On
Hallowe’en night a young man had been blown out of
the anchorage under South Bay Point and across Lake
Ontario in a freezing gale. He and his boat had
washed in, one mass of ice, at Stoney Point, miles
below Oswego, driven blindly towards the lighthouse
that had shone in vain that bitter night.

The unknown stranger, found by the light keeper,
was buried in a nameless grave at Henderson
Harbour. Capt. Walters heard of this, drove to Stoney
Point, examined the yawl boat in which the youth had
come. He saw it was the schooner Julia’s, which was
sheltered under South Bay Point along with the
Ariadne, Huron, Olivia and ten other vessels. He
drove to Henderson Harbour and had the grave
opened. The unknown was Moses Dulmage, son of a
neighbor, Philip Dulmage. Capt. Walters brought the
boy’s body back with him to the Seabird, and sailed
him home to South Bay.

LARGE FUNERAL
It was the most impressive funeral a lake sailor

ever had. Seventy-five vessels had been storm stayed
at Oswego, and those bound to the north or westward
put out with the Seabird when the weather permitted.

They stood with her and other Prince Edward
County vessels across the lake on the port track until
they sighted the Ducks, their flags at half mast. The
Sea Bird came in past the Red Onion light at Point
Traverse into Prince Edward or South Bay, to lay
down Moses Dulmage’s body in the old South Bay
cemetery where his parents and grandparents sleep.

Moses Dulmage’s gravestone is being repaired
and will be re-erected shortly beside the stones of his
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What’s New at the Prince Edward
County Archives?

We are now open Thursdays and Fridays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Your archives is a depository for the history of the County of
Prince Edward and it’s people.

We have on deposit Municipal records, Personal collections,
Wills and Deeds, Newspapers, Genealogies and Family
Histories and Scrapbooks.

If you have or know of anyone with like materials please
think of the Archives to preserve them for future generations.

New Volunteer
We welcome George Inrig to the Archives. George has taken

on the task of sorting the newspapers that we have acquired over
the last couple of years, and merging them with the existing col-
lection. 

New Shelving and Storage Boxes
We have new shelving and boxes to store the sorted papers

with, and are creating a database with the issue dates. There are
The Picton Times as well as the Picton Gazette.

We have spent about $5000.00 to date on this project and we
are anxious to finish the papers we now have, but expect it will
take most of this year. If you know of anyone holding old news-
papers, please let us know.

The papers already sorted may be used for research, and if
you are interested, we can let you know if the paper is here and
available, covering the time period required.

Once the collection is sorted and boxed we will attempt to
index as many as possible. We dream of having the papers
microfilmed, once we have as near a complete collection for
each year. If your dream is to lower your taxes, we may be able
to help you by issuing a tax receipt for your donation, which we
could use to move ahead with this project.

As always we need new members and volunteers. Call the
Archives at 476-6100 if you have a few hours to spare. We try
and make it interesting and fun!

A message from our President
Now, really - is the winter just flying by or what?  On the

first day of spring, we’ll be hosting our first  meeting of this
year with a very special guest speaker, Suzanne Pasternak.
A playwright, songwriter, performance artist and friend,
Suzanne has graciously agreed to help us get our 2005 sea-
son off to a great start.  We hope you will find time to join
us for what promises to be a great evening.  Our meetings
are open to everyone.  You don’t have to be a member to
attend - so bring a friend, a neighbour or your family.
Refreshments will be available.

The Volunteer Committee for the Archives has been very
busy throughout the fall and winter. A recent purchase by the
Historical Society has expanded the newspaper collection
and to accomodate them, new shelving and archival storage
boxes have been purchased.  And like the seasons,  as one
Archives’ project ends another one begins.  

In May of this year, we will be hosting a News Art show
at the Archives to celebrate the additions to the newspaper
collections and to celebrate the art of the news photogra-
phers of Prince Edward County.  An invitation to participate
has been sent to news photographers who live and work in
The County.  This show will run for two weeks starting on
May 14 and ending on May 28th.  There will be no charge
for admission and everyone is welcome to attend.  We are
planning an opening reception but details have not been
finalized.  But, we do have a great place to “hang” the show
- in the gallows range!  

So, what else is new, that the newsletter editor might
have missed - oh yes, we’ve entered into a partnership
agreement with the Architectural Conservancy Quinte
Branch folks.  Although we haven’t worked out all of the

details -  we know that it’s going to be a great relationship that will
benefit the ACO and the PEHS and, most importantly our members
and researchers.  Hopefully, in the not too distant future, you will be
able to access not only the information maintained by the Historical
Society but, also ACO Quinte Branch information.  It’ll be a bit
more crowded but who says a close relationship can’t work!

As always, I would be neglect in my duties as the President of
the Society if I didn’t remind everyone that it’s that time of year
again - time to renew your memberships.  Membership dollars are
spent on enhancing the collection, purchasing conservation materi-
als, providing a newsletter and adding to our research library.  I
would also be rude not to invite you, your friends and family to visit
the Archives.
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The Victoria Hotel
Then and Now

Exerts from “Life as a British Soldier” an
autobiography by Thomas Faughnan

“On arrival at Picton, I visited my friends
for a month when I went steward of Ontario
College, where I stayed for 12 months; after
which I bought a property on Main Street; here
I went into the grocery business, during which
time I messed the 16th Battalion, C.P.E. volun-
teers, and the summer following I messed the
officers at Picton and again at Kingston, In
1871.

The same year I applied to the council at
Picton for a license - which was granted - for
my home which I named the “Victoria Hotel,”
where I carried on a business as a hotel keeper
till the year 1878, when I sold out, through the
effects of the Duncan Act, after laying out a
large sum of money in enlarging and building
an addition to the house, also stables and
sheds.”

On October 7, 1942 the Lipson Department
Store was gutted by fire and Picton town,
Picton R.A.F., Belleville, and Trenton R.C.A.F.
fire departments responded to the call. Only the
walls were left standing. Lipson’s moved into
this store in 1923, having formerly carried on
business in nearby stores. The store was remod-
eled from 1932 to 1936. 

The lower picture shows Home Furniture in
the current store. Lipson’s retired from business
in 2004.



parents Eliza and Philip Dulmage and young sister
Margaret.

TRAGIC TALE
Years ago, farming was tedious work on the Main

Ducks. While Capt. John Walters was lessee of the
island, it was decided to get an “Open Cellar” horse-
power threshing machine on to the island. Simon
Davis who farmed the island, knew where one could
be rented across the lake. Two Port Ontario, N.Y.
brothers, who fished out of the Ducks, were dis-
patched with a small sloop fish carrier to get it. Port
Ontario was 30 miles from Oswego. They took with
them a man named Howard at Bath up the Bay, and
27 year old Henry Selleck, a Point Traverse farmer.
Both of the men’s wives clung to their husbands and
urged them not to go. They promised to come back.

The thresher was placed on deck and made fast to
the bulwarks, the main boom being topped up to clear
it. They waited till August 31st, 1868, for fair weath-
er for the hazardous run of about 20 miles. With the
Main Ducks in sight a thundersquall struck them. The
small sloop, topheavy with her awkward deckload,
capsized, filled with water and sank under their feet.
They carried no yawl boat. All there was to cling to
was an oar and a loose hatch cover. It would barely
float two.

On the island they waited for the scoop and
thresher, but no word of either had been heard.

Simon Davis went over to Point Traverse to make
inquiries.

BODY RETURNED
A newspaper account said that Howard’s body had

been washed up in front of his home at Bath, as
though keeping word with his wife that he would
come back. One of the Port Ontario men had turned
up in Prince Edward County and said yes, the sloop
had capsized, but he couldn’t remember very well
what had happened.

Then Henry Selleck’s body came ashore where his
young widow waited for him in her father’s house on
the Babylon shore.

She was Philip Dulmadge’s daughter, fated to suf-
fer much from the water. She had lost her husband.
Ten years later her younger brother Moses, who had
lost his life in a wild Hallowe’en gale and her son
Johnny, drowned with Edwin Ashley on the Toronto
schooner Emerald, when it vanished with all hands
on the last trip of the season, November 17, 1903.

It added to her sorrow and suffering that her hus-

bands body came ashore with his fingers contorted,
bruised and broken.

Afterwards a drunken man babbled in a barroom
that they would all have been drowned if they had not
beaten Henry Selleck’s hands off the edge of the
hatch cover with an oar handle when they were cling-
ing to it.

Henry Selleck sleeps quietly in the South Bay
cemetery beneath the stone his young wife provided
for him, content that he also kept his word to come
back to her.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the resting
place of H. Lester McCrimmon, who was drowned,
April 20, 1893, during a howling blizzard when he
fell off the mainboom of the two-masted sailing
schooner Fleetwing near Snake Island. His body was
recovered a few days later and he also rests in the
South Bay cemetery, along with Capt. Wm. Lobb,
master of the schooner Highland Beauty, who took
the last cargo of grain out of Wellington harbour.

SALVAGE STONES
Cemetery board members are hopeful that shortly

100 stones from unmarked graves will be relocated
along the sloping south side of the South Bay
Cemetery, where they can be preserved and also eas-
ily viewed by the public.

It is hoped when “Sea Birds” get together at the
Mariners’ Service at South Bay United Church,
Sunday afternoon, July 19, that the project will be
completed and the public may visit the Mariners’
Memorial Park with its marine exhibits and also this
old pioneer cemetery.

Cemetery board members are Reeve Allan Ralley,
Don Welbanks, George Ackerman and Willis
Metcalfe.

Anyone willing to help in restoring the grave-
stones in the South Bay Cemetery, may contact the
above mentioned persons.

W inter
is gone

Spring has sprung
Now its time

to the
Archives to Come


