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Annual General Meeting
Date: Tuesday May 16, 2006

Time: 7:30 pm

Place: Wellington Public Library

Speaker: Barbara Sweet
County of Prince Edward Public Library

Proposal to incorporate the 
Archives with the Library organization

The positions to be filled are President, Vice
President, Treasurer and Secretary.

A slate of officers will be presented by the execu-
tive, and nominations from the floor will be
requested. 

All Welcome - Bring a Friend

What's Happening
The Quinte Education Museum &

Archives
The Quinte Education Museum & Archives

moved the Victoria Schoolhouse to its new
home as part of the Ameliasburgh Museum
complex. They have removed their books that
were temporarily stored at the County of
Prince Edward Archives into the rear of the
former Ameliasburgh Municipal building.
The Prince Edward County Historical Society
recently sent the $1,000.00 cheque committed
in support of the project.

The Loyalist Mural 
There is a request to have the Mural

installed on the East side of the County
Magazine building in Bloomfield. The Mural
is now stored in a cell in the County of Prince
Edward Archives. This would be done at no
cost to the Prince Edward Historical Society.

Gordon Watts Reports
Column published: 22 March 2006
By: Gordon A. Watts

Global Genealogy web page

Canadian Census 2006
The next National Census of Canada is scheduled to take place on
Tuesday, 16 May 2006. For the first time in the 340 years Censuses
have been conducted in the territory that was destined to become
Canada, respondents will be asked to provide consent for the release
of information they provide, 92 years after collection. Until now, no
such consent was required. The question that will appear on the
Census schedule is as follows: 

The following question is for all persons who usually
live here including those less than 15 years old.

If you are answering on behalf of other people, please
consult each person.
53. The Statistics Act guarantees the confidentiality of
your census information. Only if you mark “YES” to

this question will your personal information be made
public, 92 years after the 2006 Census. If you mark
“NO” or leave the answer blank, your personal informa-
tion will never be made publicly available.

Does this person agree to make his/her 2006 Census
information available for public release in 2098 (92
years after the census)?

•  Yes •  No 

Inclusion of this ‘informed consent’ provision in Censuses to be con-
ducted from 2006 was a compromise forced upon genealogists and
historians seeking to regain public access to Historic Census records
to which existing legislation already stated we were entitled. We had
been advised that unless this compromise was accepted the govern-
ment would not present the Bill (S-18) to end our seven-year campaign
to regain public access Historic Census records in accordance with
provisions of the Access to Information and Privacy Acts.

For more information visit http://www.cha-shc.ca/english/welcome.html
Without answering yes your information will not be available in 2098



What’s New 
at the Prince Edward County Archives?
This week we received an exciting collection of books

on Dutchess County from the Charles Fraleigh family.
These books will be a great assistance to those with roots
in Dutchess County, New York. We thank the Fraleigh
Family for this collection.

We also recently recieved some copies of “The Calnan
Family 1832-1981” by Aileen Calnan Foster, that are for
sale.

Newpapers from the 1960 were donated by the
McFarland family.

Please deposit your historical and genealogical infor-
mation at the archives and not the Municipal dump.

The Chronicle is published by the 
Prince Edward Historical Society

Past President David Taylor 476-5806
President Vacant
Vice - President Vacant
Secretary Kenneth Crawford 476-2314
Treasurer Allan Mackellar 467-2453
Newsletter Producer Larry McQuoid 966-9159
Chairperson Archives Project Pam Noxon 393-2204
Member at large Jim VanKregton 399-3874

The Prince Edward County Archives is operated by volunteers of the
Prince Edward Historical Society.
The Archives is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays
throughout the year and all Weekdays July and August.

Comments and submissions can be mailed to the editor, box 1078,
Picton Ontario K0K 2T0, or e-mailed to larry.mcquoid@sympatico.ca

SOME REMINISCENCES OF
PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT, 1850

By J. O’Brien Scully

Continued from last week

Copied from a reprint of 1898

There are several villages in the district,
among which are Wellington, Bloomfield,
Consecon, The Carrying Place, Milford,
Demorestville, Northport, Rednersville, etc.
Some of these are stirring places, and consid-
erable business done therein, particularly in
Wellington, which is prettily situated at the
head of West Lake, and on the verge of Lake
Ontario, and in the mist of a fine agricultural
country and distant about ten miles from
Picton. There are three or four stores doing a
very large business, over 50,000 bushels of
wheat, and a large quantity of other grain,
flour, beef, pork, fish, etc., are shipped yearly.
Steam boats and schooners call occasionally
for freight, fire-wood, etc. It is not a safe ship-
ping port, except in favorable weather; a har-
bor of refuge might be made here by having a
good outlet, etc., cut through the Sandbanks,
from Lake Ontario into the West Lake, where
any amount of shipping could find shelter. It
would be expensive work owing to the sand
drifts in Lake Ontario; but if completed would
save yearly several vessels and cargos which
are wrecked on the Prince Edward shore.

On the beach a short distance from the vil-
lage there are good fishing grounds, and
though there are only a few seins employed, a
large quantity of fish are taken, generally
white fish, several thousand being caught in a
single haul. Salmon trout, sturgeon, herrings,
etc., are also caught by seins and hooks. The
best fishing time is generally late in the fall of
the year. On calm summer nights spearing
salmon trout, etc., by torchlight is a favorite
sport, and large quantities are thus caught. In
Wellington there is a Roman Catholic chapel,
Friends’ meeting house, and a Methodist
meeting house; there is a Church of England a

few miles distant. There is also a good school
house, two tanneries, two saw mills, one
foundry, one brewery and two taverns. The
inhabitants muster nearly 4000. There are a
number of tradesmen, mechanics, etc.; all get
plenty of employment and are comfortable.
The other villages are pretty thriving places,
but on a smaller scale than Wellington.

Picton, Wellington and Milford are custom
ports of entry. There is a splendid harbor at
South Bay, a few miles from Milford; several
vessels seek shelter here during stormy weath-
er. At Bloomfield and Consecon, and also
Demorestville there are several grist, and saw
mills, woolen factories, etc.; nearly all the vil-
lages are well situated near the lake or bay, or
are well supplied with water power for mill
purposes, etc. The society in the district is
rather of a mixed character where everyone
thinks he is as good as his neighbor. Old coun-
try people who were accustomed to good soci-
ety, etc., at home like as far as possible to fol-
low the same custom here, and do not general-
ly mix as free with Canadians as amongst
themselves, and the habits and tastes of both
are different. An old country person often fan-
cies himself superior to a Canadian in every
respect, whilst the Canadian thinks and feels
himself the equal to any other man, and in
most cases he is right, as he nearly always has
that independent feeling that old countryman
lacks. However, good society can be found in
both classes amongst farmers, half-pay offi-
cers, lawyers, doctors, regular ordained and
educated clergyman, merchants, militia offi-
cers, magistrates, etc. I do not wish to write
harshly of the Prince Edward folks, but some
who rank as clergy, magistrates, militia offi-
cers, etc., are very ignorant and not fitted for
their positions.

The clergy I allude to are usually called
preachers, and roam about on horseback, liv-
ing at free-quarters, and are always sure to
choose the fattest of their flock to supply their

wants. Many of those preachers are quite
devoid of education, except perhaps reading
and quoting scripture texts. One of them may
have been a cobbler, a tinker, or a tailor; and
finding business dull, or being to lazy to earn
an honest living, takes to preaching, and will
often start some doctrine of his own, and finds
dupes to listen to him, chiefly old women,
whom he often sets crazy. A preacher is very
easily recognized, as he rides along the road at
a very slow gait, with saddle bags, a long
solemn face, and a white choker. Some of the
magistrates, or squires, as they are usually
called, are also very ignorant; they may be
very good and honest men, but instead of
being justices of the peace, they are just
novices. Some of them can barely write their
names and nothing else; others cannot read
writing, but some way or other they manage to
administer justice in a satisfactory manner, as
few complaints are made against their deci-
sions, which are generally fairer than they
might be, if a strict law view was taken. It is
an old saying that “justice is blind,” and per-
haps it is just as well that the squires are not
very learned men.

Among the militia officers some queer
specimans of officers may be found. On train-
ing days it is an amusing sight to witness the
various styles of uniforms, drill, etc., the spec-
tators and the militia men themselves seem to
enjoy the exercises, etc., as a good joke and
act accordingly. The men if properly drilled,
etc., might make first rate soldiers, as they are
mostly healthy, strong and active, and would
no doubt show good pluck if required.
Training days are usually in the Month of
June, when the farmers are not as busy as
usual.

The Archives is now open both
Thursday and Fridays from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm. 

Drop in and say Hello.
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We were taught when doing research that we should aim for
3 documents to prove a fact. It is so important to publish only
proven facts, or to identify published facts that are not con-
firmed.

Many years ago a shirt tail cousin in California asked for my
McQuoid Family Tree file. I e-mailed it to him with a warning
that most information was hear say and not confirmed. Shortly
after I found the information on the internet credited to my so
called cousin.

Another problem while researching my gr. gr. grandfather,
James McQuoid, was the lack of information available for
Prince Edward County for before the 1850’s. Loral Wanamaker
also had a gr. gr. grandfather James McQuoid. Loral published
in the Ontario Registrar Volume III, pages 24-26, Lola Jean
Wanamaker Ancestor Tables. In these Tables he has James
McQuoid died in 1844 in Sophiasburgh, and born in Scotland.
From my research I know that this James was baptized in
Ireland January 12, 1777, married to Susanah Shaw March 1,
1803 in Kircubbin Presbyterian Church. They had 6 children
born in Ireland, the last in 1821, and the 7th born in Canada in
1825.

At this time all I knew about my James McQuoid was that he
married Lydia Dulmage January 2, 1840 in Picton and they had
a son Royal and probably twin daughters born in 1844. In July
21, 1846 Lydia married James Lowery.

I was beginning to believe that Loral and I shared the same
gr. Gr. Grandfather and that at 63 years of age he had remarried
to Lydia. I could not find a death for James’ wife Susanah, but
this could have been possible.

On one of my research trips to the USA I contacted a few
McQuoid’s and had arranged to send some of my research mate-
rial to a lady in Watertown, who’s father was born in Milford,

Ontario,  in exchange for an update on her family. Three years
later her sister called me and asked if she could reply to the let-
ter sent to her sister. In conversation she said that she had a
McQuoid family bible and did not know who the 3 names writ-
ten in old script were. They were James, age 72, Susanah, age
60 and Susanah age 21, McQuoid. I told her if she sent me a
copy of the bible page I would try and let her know who they
were.

On receiving the photocopy I knew that the bible had been
William McQuoids, The son of James and Susanah. William had
put his father and mother in the bible and Susanah the younger,
who I still cannot identify, and his children. Because his gener-
ation was missing my new found cousin could not figure out the
whole story.

This James McQuoid was the gr. Gr. Grandfather of Loral
Wanamaker and died April 27th, 1849 aged 72. Now the James
McQuoid who died in 1844 was a good suspect to be mine, but
still hear say.

One day at the Archives in Picton a decision to throw out
some mouse eaten scrapbooks was made. I said I would like to
go through them first. On the 6th page of the first book I found
the obit for Lydia Lowery and in it was “Mrs. Lowery was twice
married, her first husband, James McQuoid, being drowned. The
two children by this marriage, Royal H. in the United States, and
Mrs. S. A. Dornan of Picton” Needless to say we have kept these
scrapbooks. Just recently I came across another scrapbook with
the same obit in perfect shape.

Although I have sent researching cousins a copy of the
McQuoid bible, they still tend to believe the material published
by Loral Wanamaker in the Ontario Registrar Volume III.

So the moral is to only publish material that has been verified.

Keep to the Known Facts - by Larry McQuoid




