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In a 1979 issue of the Picton Gazette there was an
article which stated that the Prince Edward Historical
Society and the Board of Directors of the Picton Public
library had made an arrangement to organize, catalogue
and store the Historical Society’s material in the Picton
Library. This was an informal agreement and seeming-
ly was never implemented.

In 1983, the Prince Edward County Archives was
established and set up in the old Registry Office adja-
cent to Shire Hall. The Prince Edward Historical
Society assumed responsibility for staffing the
Archives.

In 1990, the Archives moved to the old gaol behind
the Provincial Courthouse. Since then the collection has
continued to expand.  Interest in local history, genealog-
ical research and the growth of the collection makes it
obvious that we will soon outgrow this location.

In 2006, the idea of partnering with the library was
resurrected.  This time the concept became a reality.

The Archives is the primary project of the Historical

Society which is a registered non-profit organization.
The Society is eligible for grants, not available to gov-
ernment organizations. Since 1983 the archives has
been supported by funding from The County of Prince
Edward, Historical Society membership dues, client
donations, and the sale of printed materials. 

One current project is the scanning of the The
Settler’s Dream, a significant resource for information
on Prince Edward County architecture.  As this valuable
publication is out of print, this is a way of reproducing
it and has the potential of putting it on line, making
what we treasure available to researchers all over the
world.  The Historical Society feels that it plays a sig-
nificant role in preserving the history of the County
through its publications.

Since 1983, the Archives has been run solely by vol-
unteer members of the Historical Society. We are anx-
ious to recruit new volunteers with new ideas and new
energy. We would welcome people with an interest in
history, computer skills, and anyone who could lend
expertise and time to index the collection. All we would
ask is one day a week or if you would prefer, you could
work at home. If you are interested, please come to
the Archives any Thursday between 10 and 4. We
will give you a tour and show you what we are trying to
accomplish.

To continue this valuable work we need the ongoing
financial support of you and your friends, people who
possess skills in modern technology and of course we
are always interested in donations of material pertaining
to local history.

On Sunday, October 14 at 2.00 p.m. we are holding
our Annual General Meeting at the Wellington
Public Library in the meeting room. We expect to have
a speaker from the Ontario Archives talking about
“Doing genealogy research from a distance”.  We hope
that you will join us to learn more about the exciting
prospects and challenges facing the Prince Edward
County Archives!

P E C Archives General Meeting 2007
Message from President Pam Noxon

Annual General Meeting
Date: Sunday October 14, 2007

Time: 2:00 pm
Place: Wellington Public Library

Speaker: Archives of Ontario representative

The positions to be filled are President, Vice
President, Treasurer and Secretary.

A slate of officers will be presented by the
executive, and nominations from the floor
will be requested. 

All Welcome - Bring a Friend



What’s New at the Archives?
While the Court House in the front of the building

had major interior restoration this winter, we also
were closed for 6 months, with improvements to the
electrical, plumbing and heating systems.

These changes made it necessary to purchase
some new shelving and relocate a good part of our
collection. We are still in the process of boxing and
updating the location of the records in the computer
database.

We look forward to you depositing your historical
and genealogical information at the Prince Edward
County Archives for the future use of all.
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It is a principle of good librarianship to direct infor-
mation seekers to a source for the knowledge they
require.  This can be within or outside of the library
collection. Over the years, the library and the
archives have enjoyed this informal referral service.
When the Historical Society executive approached
the library board regarding a more formal relation-
ship, the concept was not a foreign one, and was
indeed welcomed.

The Prince Edward Historical Society is authorized
through a by-law of Council to operate the Prince
Edward County Archives.  Council, at the request of
the society, approved a plan to partner with the Prince
Edward County Library Board to share in that
responsibility.  

The library board incorporated the archives as a
seventh site united through a common circulation
system, set of policies and procedures, and adminis-
tered by one board and CEO.  The addition of the
Archives into this framework presented an exciting
possibility.  The book collection was added to the
library data base, facilitating research and making the
collection available twenty-four hours a day through
the library on-line catalogue.

The library Information Technologist developed an
archives presence on the library portal with contact
information, pictures of the facility and a description
of the holdings.  Library staff augmented the volun-
teer core, providing an opportunity for them to fur-
ther familiarize themselves with the collection to

research genealogical requests received by the
library.

Though it was a disappointment to experience a
closure during the renovation project last winter, it
presented an opportunity to further the cause of the
archives in other ways.  A grant proposal for new
equipment and shelving was successful.  The
archives now have scanning equipment and a new
microfilm reader through funding from The Ontario
Trillium Foundation. A second grant application to
the Stark Family Foundation provided the funds to
purchase acid free archival storage boxes.  Library
board member and Society member Phil Ainsworth
proposed an ad hoc committee to look into the future
needs of the ever expanding archives.  That commit-
tee has been active since February exploring possible
options for a modern, well-appointed, research, stor-
age and preservation site. 

The future looks bright for this union of archives
and library.  The dedication to service, the commit-
ment to the community and the determination to
answer future needs of both organizations is a chal-
lenge that jointly the archives and library can meet
with creativity and ingenuity.  The sharing of
resources, staff, volunteers and ideas holds the prom-
ise of superior service delivery for both organiza-
tions.

Barbara Sweet CEO

The Prince Edward County Historical Society and The County of Prince Edward  Public
Library:  A Partnership for the Future!

The Archives is open both Thursday and Friday
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Drop in and say Hello.
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THROUGH THE WELLAND CANAL
Schooner Days of 1874 Recalled by Captain Nelson Palmatier

Copied from a newspaper article in Metcalfe Scrapbook number 24

My first trip through the Welland  Canal was on May
18th, 1874. I was a  boy then and had been living at
home an my father’s farm. The Flying Scud, a  small
vessel carrying about 5,000 bushels, of grain, was
commanded by my brother, Albert Palmatier. He had
chartered the vessel to carry grain for a company in
Hamilton. My father permitted me to join the crew of
this vessel.

We had carried a load of wheat for the company
from Grimsby to Oswego and had the grain unloaded
when my brother received a telegram to go to Lake
Erie (Port Burwell) and load for Oswego again.  At the
same time he chartered the vessel to carry a load of
coal from Oswego to St. Catharines. We loaded the
coal and  the tug M. J. Cummings towed us out of the
harbor, as we made sail.

It was about six o’clock at night. Everything seemed
fine. The crew comprised Uncle Dan Hyatt and myself
before the  mast; my brother Ephraim Palmatier, mate;
Albert Palmatier, captain, and his wife was cook.

I was in the captain’s watch and had Uncle Dan
Hyatt in the mate’s watch. We had all the canvas set
and a beam wind (or south wind) and sails on the star-
board side. The water was smooth and the vessel was
slipping along fine. Towards morning the wind shifted
to the  south-west and we were sailing by the wind.

It commenced to blow hard and the wind went to the
west. The command was to clue down the fore gaff-
topsail; then the main gaff-topsail.

The sea began to make, but we hung on by the wind
and got up to Niagara. The water was coming over our

vessel and. could not get off the deck. We were in the
water sometimes to our hips. The captain said he never
saw so much water on deck and come out all right.
Sometimes the vessel would shake and tremble and
then came on top again.

When in sight of Port Dalhousie, we  took down the
fly and ran up the flag to half-mast, the signal far a tug
to came for us. We hung on water going over us still.

After a while we saw the tug coming for us. It was a
large tug. I do not remember the name. We gave them
our towline. When the tug commenced to  pull the tow-
line parted. We had another line aboard and the tug
came alongside  again. This time  the line held.

We got to Port Dalhousie all right and commenced
to fit out to go through the canal, top our jib boom and
take in the anchors and other things that had to be
cleared before entering the old canal. The old canal had
a depth of only ten feet of  water. It ran through the city
of St. Catharines. The vessels were towed by horses.

When we left Dalhousie the tow-horses walked on a
float for a mile or so.  Then we came to the tow-path.
The path was blue clay and our lines got very muddy. 

We reached St. Catharines and unloaded the coal,
and then prepared to go on through the canal.  We hired
a “Sammie” to help us through. Sammie would go
ahead and get the locks ready. I was the only one
ashore to shut the gates and attend the snub, head line
and stern Line. Believe me, I had some work to do. The
canal was full of vessels and barges. It took us two
days to get through the canal. There were 28 locks at
that time and all had to be worked by hand or hand



winches. The old-fashioned gates had long arms. The
chains were shifted from one end of the gate to the
other end.

We reached Allanburg, the 20 mile level and towed
with horses all the way through the canal to Port
Colborne. At Port Colborne we hired a tug to tow the
vessel out into the lake and we headed for Port
Burwell. The weather was fine with shifting winds.
Sometimes the wind would be abeam and sometimes
fair; sometimes it would be ahead. But we had good
weather for the trip up Lake Erie.

Arriving at Port Burwell, we loaded part of the
wheat there. We had to go to another place, a lakeshore
dock to finish out our load. I do not remember the
place, but there was no harbor there.

We had just completed loading and had our hatches
battened down when the wind came off the lake from
the south. We made sail and started for Rondeau  har-
bor. None of the crew had ever been in that harbor.
Night came on and it was dark and no lighthouse-just
a lamp on a pier.

We hove the vessel to and let her head into the sea,
first on the starboard tack and then on the port tack,
and so on. At  daylight we were tired and cold. With
daylight we got into the harbor all right. The captain’s
wife prepared for us a good breakfast. Uncle Dan and
I went to the forecastle, made a fire and warmed our
selves, and then went to bed. It seemed that I never had
such a good sleep.

The wind increased to a gale from the south and, rain
came with it. But we were snug at anchor and
remained there all day and all night.

The wind from the south calmed down and changed
to the west. The weather cleared. We heaved the
anchors and made sail for Port Colborne. With a good
free wind we sailed along nicely with not too much
sea.

We reached Port Colborne at sundown and fitted out
for the canal. This time we had a tug to tow us down
the twenty  mile level to Allanburg and had a nice trip
down the canal thus far. Then it  was get the horse tow-
line to the driver of the horses and walk the tow-path
in the mud. Sometimes the vessel would go aground in
the canal. Then it was run a line to a pile and heave the
vessel afloat in the dark and mud.  The old canal had
no lights and it was a very dark night. There were some
poor lights at the bridges and locks. You could not  tell
where you were going in the dark. I would fall fre-
quently carrying the headline. I was so tired that I said
to myself, if I ever get home I will stay home and not
be a sailor. The Captain was canaling the vessel. In the
night he had  a mishap. He slipped and fell in the
canal. I heard him from the tow path. I got hold of him
and had quite a time getting him out of the canal. He
had his overcoat on and could not help himself much.
I pulled him out. He was a sight, his clothes wet and

muddy.
We kept on a day and a half longer and reached Port

Dalhousie, tired out again, but glad to get through the
canal.

I met at the canal that good old man  Rev. Thomas
Bone. This was the first time I had met him. He always
provided the sailors with good reading and religious
tracts and talked encouragingly.  I met him often after
that when going through the canal on other vessels. I
have a prized motto in my home at Cherry Valley
which he gave me. It is framed and hanging on the
wall.  It is a picture of a vessel entering a harbor in a
great storm. There is a lighthouse.

When opportunity offered Mr. Bone gave us a nice
talk about the ocean of life and the storms with which
mankind had to contend, pointing out the grand harbor
our Heavenly Father had prepared for us.

We fitted out our vessel again at Port  Dalhousie  for
the lake and left for Oswego. We had a nice run down
Lake Ontario. We were two weeks on this trip.

Uncle Dan Hyatt and I had some nice visits in the
forecastle. He would teach  me the compass and the
names of all the  ropes and show me how to tie knots
and splice ropes.

I love to recall these old schooner days and the men
and captains who sailed the wind jammers. Not many
of the sailors of those days are living to-day.

When we reached Oswego on the down trip, I
received a letter from my father, instructing me to
come home and help him with the fishing at False
Duck Island. This is the time that my brother Albert
secured passage for me with Captain William Lobb,
and we had such a rough time getting across. I referred
to this in a previous story.

There are very few of the sailors of schooner days of
1874 left. A few names I recall are; Captain John
Walters, David Wood, Nelson Hudgin, James Hudgin,
Nathan McCrimmon, Sol Mouck, the Collier's, Zach.
Palmatier, B S Berry, Peter Hicks, William Ostrander,
the Captains Wellbanks, Captain J D Vanalstine,
Captain Ellis. Many others might be named, all of
whom have passed on. There are few of the old lake
sailors left.

Editor’s note - Thanks to the newspapers of the past
for printing such detailed articles about the people and
happenings in Prince Edward County. It would be my
wish to have someone volunteer to glean these articles
so we could make them available in a booklet to all
those interested in the past. Our Archive volunteers
have in the past 6 years created an index database of
nearly  three quarters of a million names, and have
only worked on about 10% of the holdings.  Anyone
with  an interest in helping out in any way is welcome.
We can send indexes that need inputting to a database
to anyone who wishes to help in that way.


