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From the President 
 

The Prince Edward His-
torical Society is a not-
for-profit organization 
with status as a charitable 
organization. Part of our 
mission is to keep the vi-
brant history of PEC in 
the forefront amongst our 
members and the public 
at large and, if we are 

able, to provide financially and otherwise to the 
preservation of that history. Whether it be a contri-
bution to the renovation of a historically significant 
structure, engaging in the publication of relevant 
history-themed books or supporting and cross pro-
moting like-minded local history organizations and 
events, we intend to keep the County’s history and 
heritage preservation front and centre in the minds 
of people. To that end, further along in this issue 
you will find an article about the upcoming Miss 
Supertest weekend, and information about the ac-
tivities of the Architectural Conservancy of On-
tario, Quinte Branch. 
 

The Society has hosted a series of speakers’ eve-
nings over the past several years and generally we 
have been delighted with the turnout and the enthu-
siasm of everyone who attended. These events 
have all been held in the Wellington Public Library 
for logistical and financial reasons. 
 

We recognize that Wellington is not close to every-
one so we are going to rotate the locales of our 
events between Picton, Wellington, Bloomfield 
and elsewhere. In addition, we are going to try to 
present functions on weekend afternoons as op-
posed to weekday evenings in the hope that new 
days and times will encourage greater attendance. 
We are working on the schedule of speakers and 
will announce dates and times soon. 

The Society communicates with the members 
through the mail or the Internet in the form of our 
newsletter, Chronicle, and through newspaper ad-
vertising about upcoming special events and func-
tions. To this list we have added the new PEHS  
website that will be the repository of up to the min-
ute information as well as archival, Society-related 
material. The website address is managed by our 
Member-at-Large Amanda Hill and can be reached 
at www.pehistsoc.wordpress.com/. 
 

Although the membership has been supportive of 
our delivery of Chronicle through the Internet, not 
all members have access to computers so we will 
continue to mail copies to those who prefer seeing a 
print version on a quarterly basis. If you prefer to 
get information by email, please follow the instruc-
tions further along in this issue to sign up. 
 

The Constitiution of the Society has not been re-
viewed since 1986. The executive of the Society is 
going to review the constitution, recommend 
changes and present these to the members at the 
Society’s next Annual General Meeting. As with 
any organization of this type, times change and we 
must make sure we change with them. 
 

I would  like to express my sincere appreciation to 
three members of our executive who retired effec-
tive our last Annual General Meeting. Retiring from 
our executive with grateful thanks for their tireless 
service are Ron Arvisais, the Society’s former Sec-
retary and Publicist; former Treasurer, Larry 
McQuoid; and Past President, Pam Noxon. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Recent Historical Society EventsRecent Historical Society Events 

Sandy Latchford spoke about the 
restoration of the cemetery 
chapel as an example of a project 
that could be achieved by a com-
munity group with the right com-
bination of enthusiasm and skills, 
and encouraged the Historical 
Society to seize the current 
awareness of the importance of 
local heritage. 

Peter Lockyer spoke passion-
ately about the importance of 
aligning historical initiatives 
with the aims of local businesses 
and economic development, us-
ing the example of his History 
Moments films  

David Warrick explained the genesis and objectives of the Mac-
donald project, which is aiming to erecta statue of Canada’s first 
prime minister in Picton, the town where he first practiced law. 
          
At the conclusion of his presentation, David accepted a cheque 
for $500 toward the project from Debi MacDonald on behalf of 
the Society . 

The Society’s President, Debi MacDonald, wel-
comed all members to the Annual General Meet-
ing. Debi commented on an eventful year and how 
the destruction of the Methodist Church on Pic-
ton’s main street this past summer, has united all of 
us to work together to ensure that there is not a re-
peat of this nature again without  being subjected 
to a proper review.  

The Prince Edward Historical Society’s Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of the Prince Edward Historical So-
ciety was held on November 28, 2010 in the Glenwood Cemetary 
Chapel. Forty-one members were present to hear reports from the 
President, Treasurer and Secretary of the Society as well as pres-
entations from history and heritage advocates, Sandy Latchford, 
Peter Lockyer and David Warrick. At the conclusion of the for-
mal portion of the meeting, refreshments were served and mem-
bers re-acquainted themselves with members of the executive.  

Thank you everyone for coming! 



From the Archives 
 

One of the most extensive and widely used collections in the Archives is that of the Prince Edward Historical Society. 
The collection includes photographs, postcards, documents, papers, ledgers and much more.  Since 1983 the Society’s 
members have purchased, donated and bequeathed to the Archives an ever-growing amount of historical and heritage 
material, making it the extensive and successful collection it is today. 
 

Part of the collection includes these postcards of the Loyal True Blue Orphanage that I would like to share with you. As 
a Historical Society member, who better to appreciate this collection then you?   

 

"They stand straightest who stoop to help a little child" 
 

Many people have driven north on Yonge Street [Hwy. 11] at one time or another 
and have passed through the town of Richmond Hill. But how many have ever 
taken the time to stop and visit the Loyal True Blue and Orange Home. This land-
mark of Orangeism has identified the benevolent work of the Loyal True Blue and 
Orange Lodges since 1923. For over 100 years the Loyal True Blue Association in 
Canada has taken an active interest in children's welfare. It was in 1889 that Mrs 
Joseph Hilton, a member of Lady Verner True Blue Lodge in Toronto, became 
concerned that facilities for Protestant orphans were totally inadequate. 
 

As a result she spearheaded a drive at 
the True Blue Grand Lodge in 1890 that resulted in the appointment of an 
orphanage board. The idea caught the imagination of True Blue members 
throughout the province of Ontario and through the initiative of the Picton 
Lodge, property was obtained and on August 23, 1899, the orphanage was 
declared open at Picton, Ontario. It soon became apparent that accommoda-
tion was far less than required, but the project itself had met with great accep-
tance by lodge members. By 1916 the Provincial Grand Orange Lodges of 
Ontario East and West had shown their support and were added to the Board 
of Management and in 1919 the property at Richmond Hill was purchased. 
 

In 1920 members of the Ladies Orange Benevolent Association in Ontario East and West joined in the project. On Oc-
tober 22, 1921, the cornerstone was laid for the Richmond Hill building by H.C. Hocken, the then Grand Master of the 
Grand Orange Lodge of Canada, and the unity of the Blue and Orange became visible in the spacious building which 
was officially opened on Dominion Day, 1923 with W.W. Fitzgerald presiding. 
 

The dedicatory prayer was said by Reverend W.L.L. Lawrence, and giving Grand Lodge 
approval was the Grand Master of Canada, the Honourable W.D. McPherson K.C., accom-
panied by H.C. Hocken M.P. The True Blues were represented by George Farley, Grand 
Master, and the L.O.B.A. was honoured by the pres-
ence of Mary Cullum, their founder and first Grand 
Mistress. The event aroused interest throughout the 
entire country and to this day citizens of all denomi-
nations point with pride to the landmark at Richmond 
Hill. Each year the Home holds 'Open House', a spe-

cial occasion when visitors and former residents are welcomed. 
 

The Picton orphanage was successful for over 20 years, but the increasing demand 
for spaces forced the doors to close in 1923. The children were moved to Rich-
mond Hill and the building and property were sold, eventually being destroyed by fire in 1940. 

Please visit the Archives! 
The Prince Edward County Archives is managed by Krista Richardson with volunteer support. The Archives is located 
in the Wellington Public Library at 28 East Street, Wellington, Ontario K0K 3L0 and is open to the public on Tuesday 
from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Thursday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; and Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. 

Closed Sunday and Monday. 
 

For further information or to volunteer, please contact Krista Richardson at 613.399.2023 



Next to the impression of the Bluenose schooner on the dime 
in your pocket, the most famous boat in Canada is Miss Su-
pertest III. 

 
This sleek unlimited-class powerboat with a huge Rolls-
Royce aircraft engine became world renown in competition 
in the 1950s and 1960s. 
 
Taking Harold Wilson’s Miss Canada IV in 1950, John and 
James Thompson bought and renamed this hydroplane Miss 
Supertest in honor of Supertest Petroleum, the oil company 
started and operated by the Thompsons. In 1954 the Thomp-
sons built the 31-foot long, 12-foot wide Miss Supertest II, 
and wedged a Rolls-Royce Griffon engine into her. 
 
The engine was designed and built by the car maker starting 
in 1933. The 2240-cubic inch V-12 powered engine of 2000 
horsepower was used in many World War II British aircraft, 
including the Supermarine Spitfire, and was built by Rolls-
Royce until 1955. 
 
It took a couple of years, but this boat took the world speed 
record in 1957 with a 184.499 mile per hour posting, break-
ing a seven-year old record. 
 
The boat at this time was driven by Art Asbury of Oxtongue 
Lake. Asbury was a former RAF pilot who was friends with 
Art Hatch of Hamilton, a speedboat owner who hired Asbury 
to drive his succession of boats in the late 1940s and early 
1950s with names like “Costa Lotta” and “Costa Phobia.” 
 
Coincidentally, Asbury took over the throttle of Miss Supert-
est II from Bill Braden, a Hamilton racer who was leaving the 
hydroplane arena. Braden was the nephew of Harry Green-
ing, a prominent Hamilton businessman and sportsman who 
was the sport’s most prominent boat racer in the first half of 
the 20th century. Greening, who raced the Orillia-built 
Ditchburn boats, brought many international honors to Can-
ada.  

The ultimate goal of the Thompsons was winning the 
Harmsworth Trophy, the top award in international power-
boat competition and named after Alfred Harmsworth, a Brit-
ish newspaper magnate. The Thompsons were serious. They 
wanted the Harmsworth to come to Canada after 56 years in 
the hands of US and British racers.  
 
So a new boat was built, christened Miss Supertest III, and 
easily won its first contest, the Detroit Memorial in 1959, the 
only non-Harmsworth event it ever entered. 
 
The boat was now driven by Bob Hayward, who was known 
throughout Southern Ontario for his drag racing exploits. The 
Embro native was hired on as a crew member by the Thomp-
sons in 1957, and then was given the nod to suit up to drive 
the new boat a couple of years later. 
 
Later in 1959, on the Detroit River, Hayward, the Thomp-
sons, and Miss Supertest III brought the Harmsworth to Can-
ada, averaging 104-mph on the course. 
 
And to show the victory was not a fluke, the team repeated 
the win in 1960 and 1961, the only contestant to win the tro-
phy three years in a row. 
 
Hayward’s average speed in 1960 on the five-mile course in 
the Bay of Quinte was over 117-mph, up from 1959. And in 
1961, the boat took the lead right from the start, winning all 
three 15-lap heats, while the closest competitor, the Allison-
powered Miss Detroit was way off the pace with a leaking oil 
fitting. Hayward took it easy on the Lake Ontario waters with 
such a commanding lead. 
 
“It was the easiest Harmsworth I ever raced,”  he said at the 
time in August of 1961. “Because it was the slowest.” 
 
Hayward was racing the older Miss Supertest II a month later 
in 1961 in a competition on the Detroit River when the boat 
flipped at about 155 mph. Hayward was killed in the mishap 
and the Thompsons immediately retired from racing and dry-
docked the boats. 
 
Miss Supertest III has spent much of its life on display, most 
notably in the Ontario Science Center in Toronto. The boat 
was then presented on loan to the Canadian Motorsport Hall 
of Fame, which will hopefully soon display this national 
treasure. 
 
And for you trivia fans, Miss Supertest III is one of four in-
ducted members into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame which is 
non-human. The others are the already-mentioned Bluenose, 
the thoroughbred racehorse Northern Dancer, and Big Ben, 
the equestrian show jumping horse. 
(Continued on page 6) 

Miss Supertest IIIMiss Supertest III  
A racing legend returns to Picton this August. 



 

For additional information, please contact  
David Bentley, President, ACO Quinte Branch at 613.968.7605. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY  
OF ONTARIO 

 Since 1933 
 

"to preserve buildings and structures of architectural merit  
and places of natural beauty or interest" 

 

Through advocacy and direct action, the Architec-
tural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) has been in-
volved in preserving Ontario's architectural and 
environmental heritage since 1933. 
 

The ACO is a charitable organization operating 
through a network of autonomous local branches in 
communities across Ontario, linked by a small co-
ordinating office in Toronto, and governed by its 
Board of Directors and Provincial Council. 
 

Over its history ACO has helped save hundreds of 
buildings all across Ontario, and raised awareness 
of the importance of preserving our community 
heritage. The first organization to do such work, it 
pressed for heritage legislation and funding in On-
tario, and has been followed in the field by such 
outstanding organizations as the Ontario Heritage 
Trust (a provincial agency), Community Heritage 
Ontario, and the Canadian Association of Heritage 
Professionals. 

 

Even though it started by saving and restoring a 
heritage property, owning and operating heritage 
property is not a primary activity of the ACO. It 
does own and operate Victoria Jubilee Hall in 
Walkerton, the Caretaker's Cottage in Port Hope, 
and the Sheave Tower in Cambridge and was in-
volved with other partners in the restoration of the 
Town Hall in Meaford, and the historic Port Hope 
railway station. 
 

The Quinte Region branch of the ACO conducts 
tours of Prince Edward County and surrounding 
areas on a scheduled basis including the following: 
 

May 15, Architectural Scavenger Hunt in Picton;  
June 19, Belleville’s East Hill;  
August 21, Marmora;  
September 18, Newburgh Part 2;  
October 16, Stone Houses of Sidney Township. 



Doors Open Deseronto-Napanee 
 

 
On Saturday May 28th forty heritage sites  in Napanee, 
Deseronto  and  the  Tyendinaga Mohawk  Territory will 
be opening their doors to the public. Highlights include 
guided  tours  by  local  author  Bill  Hunt  of  the  former 
Royal  Flying  Corps  training  facility  at  Camp  Rathbun, 
the  former  East Ward  Public  School  in  Napanee  and 
Christ Church, Her Majesty's Chapel Royal of  the Mo‐
hawk in the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory. 
 

 
 
 
This  free  event  is  part  of  the  province‐wide Doors Open 
Ontario  event which  celebrates  its  10th  anniversary  this 
year. The tour will feature heritage sites in Deseronto, Na‐
panee and Tyendinaga. There are many stories to tell! We 
look forward to meeting you on Doors Open Day.  
 

For more information, please visit: www.doorsopenontario.on.ca 

(Miss Supertest III , continued from page 4) 
This August marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most significant Maritime events ever to 
happen in Prince Edward County - the 1961 Harmsworth International Trophy Race won by the 
Canadian boat Miss Supertest III. 
 
It was the third consecutive victory for the Supertest series of boats and the last time they would 
every grace the waters of The County. 
 
To honour this remarkable Canadian achievement, Canada Post will be launching a commemora-
tive stamp - initiated by Prince Edward Historical Society member, John Lyons - on Monday, 
August 8th at the Mariners’ Museum Park just outside Milford; a weekend of events is  planned 
to honour the Miss Supertest team and our racing heritage on Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
August 6th, 7th and 8th, 2011. 
 
Miss Supertest III will be on display together with other classic and antique boats (tentatively at 

a hangar at the former Camp Picton). On Sunday, August 6th, the Mariners’ Museum Park will host a memorial service in hon-
our of Bob Hayward, the driver of the boat who died racing Miss Supertest II on the Detroit River. Canada Post will launch the 
Miss Supertest III stamp on Monday, August 8th followed by a documentary about the boat at The Regent Theatre in the after-
noon, and a VIP dinner that evening at the Prince Edward Yacht Club. 
 
More details are available on the yacht club website at www.peyc@reach.net. 

Bob Hayward 

http://www.kos.net/mail/src/compose.php?send_to=www.peyc%40reach.net�
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Miss Supertest III 
Presented by Diane Stuart (Denys-Wenn) 

Thursday May 26, 7:30 at the Picton Town Hall 
 

Diane Stuart has been a Curator for the County since 1994, most recently for Macaulay Heritage Park and the Mari-
ners' Museum in South Bay. She is an enthusiastic supporter of boats and boating, particularly speedboats! 
 

Diane will be providing an overview of the history of Miss Supertest III with particular emphasis on the Harmsworth 
Trophy race in Prince Edward County. 
  

The United Empire Loyalists 
Presented by Peter Johnson 

Thursday June 16, 7:30 at Macaulay House 
 

Born in Toronto with ancestral roots in the Bay of Quinte area, Peter holds several degrees from the University of 
Toronto and is a retired High School teacher. He has been a military re-enactor for many years with emphasis on 
the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. 
 

He is a member of the Ontario Genealogical Society and currently is Chair of its Quinte Branch, and is Past Presi-
dent of the United Empire Loyalist Association of Canada. Peter will bring a Loyalist uniform to the presentation and 
will discuss Loyalists who settled in Prince Edward County with specific references to the New Jersey Migration of 
1791.   
 

Admission is free but donations are always welcome to help cover expenses. 
Refreshments will be served at both events 

Welcome new and returning  
members….. 

Sandy Latchford 
Peter Lockyer 
Debi MacDonald 
Fred MacDonald 
Christina McMullin 
Pam Noxon 
Krista Richardson 
Les Stanfield 
Barbara Sweet  

Ron Arvisais 
Gerry Boyce 
Chris Cunningham 
Tony Darling 
Anne Dumbrille 
Steve Ferguson 
Jack & Elinor Hicks 
Jasper Keizer 

(From the President, continued from page 1) 
 

I am pleased to welcome three new faces to our ex-
ecutive effective our last Annual General Meeting:  
 

• Phil Ainsworth: Local historian, lecturer and 
author is our new Treasurer; 

• Sandy Latchford: Former Prince Edward 
County councilor and mayoral candidate, and 
history and heritage advocate, is a new Mem-
ber-at-Large; 

• Peter Lockyer: Local writer and creator of the 
History Moments series of video productions, 
and also a history and heritage advocate, is a 
Member-at-Large. 

 

On behalf of the new and current executive of the 
Prince Edward Historical Society, I would like to 
thank you for your continued support of the Society 
of which I am proud to serve as president.  
 

Debi MacDonald 
President 

The Prince Edward Historical Society 
  

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
To Preserve, Protect and Promote the History and Heritage of Prince Edward County 



The Prince Edward Historical Society  
Executive 

 
President   Deborah MacDonald 
Vice President   Steve Ferguson 
Treasurer   Phil Ainsworth 
Secretary & Membership  
Coordinator   Krista Richardson 
Members-At-Large  Amanda Hill 
    Sandy Latchford 
    Peter Lockyer 

…………. 

Chronicle Editor  Steve Ferguson 
Webmistress   Amanda Hill 

 

Email or ‘Snail Mail’? 
Your Historical Society is trying to do its part to 
conserve our environment, including distributing 
Chronicle and other information electronically 
over the Internet to email addressees. If you have 
received a printed copy of this newsletter and 
would prefer the Internet version, please send an 
email message to pehs@rogers.com requesting 
the change. Not only will this  help the environ-
ment but you will receive Society information 
faster and more frequently. As a not-for-profit or-
ganization, email communication saves the Soci-
ety considerable printing and mailing costs.  

The Prince Edward Historical Society 
To Preserve, Protect and Promote the History and Heritage of Prince Edward County 

Chronicle is published by the  
Prince Edward Historical Society 

261 Main Street, Wellington, Ontario K0K 3L0 and is sent free with paid membership.  
 

Comments, letters and submissions can be mailed to the Chronicle Editor,  
3032 County Road 10, PO Box 64,  

Milford, Ontario K0K 2P0  
or emailed to pehs@rogers.com. 

Please, join us! 
Application for Membership in the Prince Edward Historical Society 

 

Annual membership is $10.00. Membership dues and donations to the Society allow it  
to preserve, protect and promote the history and heritage of Prince Edward County. 

Memberships make great gifts! 
 

Please find enclosed my $10.00 payment for membership or my donation of $______  to the Society.   
Is this a new membership _____ or a renewal ______? (Please check one) 

 

Name (please print): ____________________________________________Telephone: _____________________________ 
   

Address: ______________________________________________________Email Address: __________________________ 
 
 

The Prince Edward Historical Society is affiliated with the Ontario Historical Society and the Archives Association of Ontario, 
and is a Registered Charitable Organization. A receipt for Income Tax purposes will be issued for any donation over $20.00. 
 

Please mail this completed application and your payment to: 
 

The Prince Edward Historical Society, C/O Prince Edward County Archives 
261 Main Street, Wellington, Ontario K0K 3L0—Attention: Membership 

www.pehistsoc.wordpress.com 

Did you know that the Prince Edward Historical Society sells books, maps and prints? A complete list of what is avail-
able with synopses, prices and how to order is available at the Society’s website at www.pehistsoc.wordpress.com 

 

Net proceeds from the sale of all materials enables the Prince Edward Historical Society to continue to  
preserve, protect and promote the history and heritage of Prince Edward County. 


